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JANUARY MEETING, 1900. 

The stated meeting was held on Thursday, the 11th instant, 
at three o'clock, p. m. ; the President, Chaeles Feancis 
Adams, LL.D., in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting and the list of donors to the 
Library were read. 

Mr. John C. Gray was appointed to write a memoir of the 
late John C. Ropes for publication in the Proceedings. 

Mr. James F. Hunnewell, of Charlestown, was elected a 
Resident Member. 

Mr. John Noble, having been called on, spoke in substance 
as follows : — 

What I have to offer to-day hardly reaches the dignity of a 
communication. I had meant to present a paper taking up 
some of the relations of the Indians in colonial times to the 
laws of the Colony, and their status under them, as parties in 
suits, as defendants in criminal prosecutions, as jurymen in 
certain cases, witnesses, etc., and as holders and grantors of 
lands, as shown in the records of the courts. But this last 
week I have been so occupied and had so many interruptions 
as to be unable to get it into shape. 

I have brought in, however, the papers found upon the files 
in an old case determined over a hundred years ago, partly 
from a certain interest which may belong to them, and partly 
as illustrating somewhat the nature and variety and amount 
of historical material to be found in what are often supposed 
to be dry and barren records. 

The case is not a specially selected one, but one which came 
casually under my eye a few days ago in the work of the office, 
and attracted my attention by the words " Cornwallis " and 
" Douglass's Summary." 

On looking further into it, I found several original letters 
written between 1752 and 1770, which touched upon some 
matters of interest in themselves, and as giving accounts by 
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contemporaries, in the freedom and simplicity of private corre- 
spondence. They may have interest also as giving glimpses 
of the social and domestic life of the time, and as specimens 
of the old-fashioned epistolary style. They passed between a 
Captain in the Royal Artillery stationed in the Colonies and 
his father-in-law, a Boston merchant. The army officer was 
among those forbidden to return, by the Act of October 16, 
1778, where his name is found with a long list of eminent 
tories. Among other matters touched upon in the letters are 
the epidemic of smallpox in Boston in 1764, inoculation, the 
riotous proceedings in Boston on account of the Stamp Act, 
and the expedition against Crown Point. 

There is also an account annexed to the declaration in the 
case, running from 1752 to 1770, containing some five hundred 
charges and a thousand or more items showing prices, rates 
of wages, condition of the currency, facilities of travelling, and 
postal accommodations and charges, modes of living, materials 
in use, and all sorts of matters. Some of the items in this 
account are as follows : for various articles of provisions, fire- 
wood, house rent, boots, shoes, pumps, etc., spirits, wines, 
beer, etc., wax candles sent to England; wearing apparel, — 
scarlet coat and vest for James, yellow silk coat for Ann, green 
quilted coat, silk shoes, long lawn for frocks, sets of gold buttons, 
damask for gown, allipene brocade, chintz, peach- blossom pet- 
ticoat, purple calico for wrappers, baize, taffety, tammy, flannel, 
camblet, etc. ; books for James, — Ovid, Caesar, Virgil, Ter- 
ence, Greek Grammar, Greek Lexicon ; dressing children's 
hair, pomatum, etc. ; wages for maid-servants, women for 
mending, all sorts of repairs, doctors' bills, midwife and nurses' 
bills, mechanics; funeral expenses, 178. lOd.; coffin, 9s.; fu- 
neral expenses, £1 14s. 5d. ; schooling for children, pricking 
tunes for James, dancing ; 2 sets Douglass's Summaries, £1 ; 
3 sets Douglass's Summaries, £1 16s. ; November, 1763, ex- 
penses of children going to Dunstable to prepare for smallpox 
— wrappers, etc., £4 48.; expenses on road, "storm-stayed 
six days," £2 48. 

Perhaps a word explanatory of the case may be needed. It 
is brought in the Superior Court of Judicature in 1773, on 
appeal from the Inferior Court of Common Pleas, — in a plea 
of the case brought by the administrator of the father-in-law 
against the royal officer for moneys " in providing a house, 
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necessary apparell, victuals, drink, fire-wood, candles and other 
necessaries for him the " said defendant and his wife and chil- 
dren from 23d March, 1752, to the last day of March, 1770, of 
the value of over £2,000, on a promise to pay for the same 
their value on demand. It was determined in the lower court 
on the law point of the sufficiency of the plea of no promise, 
and agaiu in favor of the defendant, after an amendment, upon 
the issue tendered, on the verdict of a jury on the appeal in 
the upper court. The counsel were two of the leading lawyers 
of the time, — for plaintiff, Jonathan Sewall ; Sampson Salter 
Blowers for defendant. 

The earliest letter is from the Captain, then stationed at Hali- 
fax, and written only three years after the founding of the 
town. Edward CornwalHs, a member of Parliament, and the 
uncle of Lord Cornwallis of the American Revolution, was then 
" Captain General and Governor-in-Chief." Cornwallis had 
arrived in May, 1749, under a scheme for settlements in Nova 
Scotia, by grants of lands to officers and soldiers lately dis- 
missed from his Majesty's land and sea service, with a fleet of 
thirteen transports and with some twenty-five hundred immi- 
grants on board. By the end of the following October the 
plan of the new town had been fully laid out and three hun- 
dred houses built, and the name of Halifax given it ; and in 
the year 1752 the population had increased to some four 
thousand. 

Court Files, Suffolk, No. 148,112. 

Dear Sir, — I was favour'd with yours by Docf M^Dowal, who 
seems to deserve the character you give of him, & what I can do to 
obliege him (while here) shall not be wanting ; it gives me great con- 
cern that you have not received my first letters. They should have come 
by Nickles, but the Gov' having sent for me, just as I was finishing my 
wifes letter, I omitted to enclose your's, but uixt day sent it by way 
of Newberry & directed it to the care of Cap' Tracie, to whom I beg 
you would write about it,^ for their was enclosed in it Williams's note 
of hand payable to you for £15 st. "What it otherwise contain'd was 
chiefly politicks, & giving an account of the kind receiption I mett with 
from the Gov', how much he was pleased with the last audit upon my 
account, & assuring me that I should be paid the full hire of the sloop 
as soon as he heard from the Lords of Trade concerning the affair, to 

1 Perhapes it may be at the Post House. The Captains name, to the best of 
my remembrance, was Buck. — Marginal Note. 
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whom he had sent a state of the case in the most favourable manner 
for me he could ; & farther said that whither they were for or againist 
it, he would pay me the hire of the sloop, as I wrote you in my last, as 
likewise what he said about my commissions. 

I find by my wifes letter that you are not like to go to Dunstable so 
soon as you exspected, which I am sorry for, as I believe both your 
interest and inclinations lead you there. 

As to your taking a house large enough for both families, I think its 
intirely right ; only that I should be glad my wife contunued where she 
is till the men of warr arrived here from London ; since then I per- 
haps mey find it my interest to relinquish my pretentions to North 
Amirica & fix in my native country, where my present income would 
be sufficient to mantain my family comfortably & genteelly, laying 
a side the good prospect I have of bettering it, & rising in my present 
way of life. In that case I should be for taking all my conections 
along with me & freeing you from that trouble and exspence which my 
missfortunes have occasion'd you to be at on their account, & which 
have created me many an unhappy bower. 

I had a long chatt with His Excellency yesterday about sever" 
things ; among'"' others, I mention'd to him that I should be glad to 
quitt the army could I disspose of my commission upon any advantagious 
terms, such as selling or getting out upon full or even halfe pay. To 
which he answer'd that as to selling, I knew as well as he that it was 
not admitted of in the artillery, and as to geting out as I proposed, 
espetially upon full pay, it was barely possible were their any other 
man but the D — ke at the head of the army ; but as things stand at 
present, I shou'd meet with unsurmouutable difficulty's in the prosecu- 
tion of such a scheme ; that for his part he'd advise me to push for- 
ward instead of going bakward ; & in doing which he assured of his 
friendship and interest. You know, sir, 1 had never any other vew in 
thinking of quitting the servise & settling in New England, than that 
I thought it would be the most agreeable scheme for my wife & like- 
wise her parents. As such I thought a great deal about it, but now I am 
too sensible that to accomplish it I must thro' away a growing certainty 
& loose a good prospect, with the advantages I mey in time derive from 
a few chosen friends ; so that I would recommend it to M'^ Martin to 
think of those things and consider she is married to a man whose bread 
& interest may very soon lead him out of America (and in case she 
should have occasion) wine herselfe from these childish attachments 
which ought to be laid asside after marriage. 

You may justly think me very impertinent to trouble you about 
those matters, as it was all along my own desire to bring it about, & I 
the only person who talked or parhaps thought of it ; but I can't help 
cummunicating to one whome I dare presume has my wellfare at heart 
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a few of those arguments that I am but, too well furnished with again'st 
my own choice. 

I am very well pleased to hear that Govern'' Coriiwallis'* & Lt. 
Callander's bills are both honour' d. In like manner, I hope to see 
you indemnifyed ere it be long for the ballance that remains unpaid 
you of what you have been yet pleased to charge to my account. I 
think the gentlemen that said the Governour's bill was not worth six 
pence are a little out in their judgement, & perhaps they may be as 
much so in other matters. 

As to Halden & Johnson's protested bills, the first is as sure as 
Gover'"' Cornwallis'' notes (the only circulating currency in this prov- 
ince) can make it ; with that & some other debts collected I shall be 
able to make up a bill of 50 st. when the Governor draw's, & I look for 
a greater sum from him soon, if their be any faith in promises. As to 
that of Johnson's, without saying any more about it than that I am not 
aiFraid of loosing the money, you'l please charge it with dammages & 
interest to njy debit. I shall include it in a bill to be sent you by 
&by. 

I had allmost forgot in those letters by the way of Newberry I 
had desired the favour you would not let those papers I sent you of 
M' Walker's go out of your hands till he had consented to take the 
returned goods at the prime cost, in which case their would be such a 
part of the outstanding debts coming in to M"^ Davidson & me as would 
indemnify us for some part of the loss we susstain'd upon that schooner, 
& likewise desired that he might endorse the amount of M' Davidsons 
rum upon the back of the £500 st. bill, & likewise my halfe of the net 
proseeds of 2 hhds West India rum which your sone sold here upon our 
joint accots to indemnify me for J4 the prime cost, charged to me by 
Walker & makes part of said bill. 

Please remember me to M''' Gordon & all the family. 

I am, dear sir, ever yours, 

Will Maetin. 
Hallifax, May 22, 1752. 

Ans* June 15 f David Bashard & sent a power of attorney to 
Lt Martin. 

[Indorsed] " May 22, 1752. Hallifax ab' House & Exp=^ Johnsons Bill, &c." 

Another letter is addressed to the Captain from his father- 
in-law in Boston. It mentions " Douglass's Summary," then 
just out ; the death of Sir Danvers Osborne, Governor of New 
York, and some incidental matters. Sir Danvers, on the resign 
nation of Governor Clinton in October, 1778, succeeded him, 
and finding the Assembly of New York not easily led by royal 



384 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIBTy. [Jan. 

commands, after querying what he came thei'e for, hanged 
himself two days after taking the oath of office. 

Court Files, Suffolk, No. 148,112. 

Boston, October 18, 1753. 

Dear Martin, — I reced both yours per Cap' Currey acknowledgiug 
the receipt of ours f Clemens, Phillips, Rishwood, & Nickolls, & also 
by Stebbins. The safe delivery of dear Anne gives us the utmost joy, 
& that they are both in a happy way, w""" I pray God contiuue to 
your comfort. It was exceeding right & grateful! in complementing 
that worthy lady (who is so excessive kind & good to M"^ Martin) with 
the name of the child. Such unexpected goodness proceds from pure 
& exalted minds who can have no views of retaliation. I hope Divine 
Providence direct many such instances in your favour to compensate 
what is beyond my poor ability. As Sir Danvers Osborn has been ex- 
treamly civil & kind to you, I lost no time in sending his Excelency your 
present of the two volums of Doctor Douglas's Summary yesterday by 
one MT Villett of N. York, bound in the best manner y" time & place 
afFoards, w' a short letter, as you desired, only expressing your order, 
w' my complements of congratulation. 

It would give is much joy if your inclination could be gratified by 
getting into the New Y. Comp" upon many considerations. My wife 
& I have been near 3 weeks from Dustable, where wee tarried near 
two months, till called by an express on Sunday. Your dear little 
Betty was verry suddenly taken w' a most violent feaver the Thurs- 
day night before, & inflamation in her throat, & there being at that 
time a great mortality amongs the children both in town & coun- 
try, her aunt was so terrified that she was for sending an express 
for us directly, but M' Canor & Dr. Bulfinch over-perswaded her to 
tarry a day or two, but as the feaver still continued & the Doct' 
being suspicious it was the throat distemper or canker, they all 
agreed to send an express for us at 3 o'clock p. m. on Sunday, who 
reached Dunstable between 9 & 10 that night when wee were a bed. 
My wife would have the horses gott up & sett out directly, & I could 
hardly prevent her, but as she was much out of order & a wett night, 
I was forced to restrain her till the morning, & wee gott here by about 
4 in y'' afternoon on Monday, when, I bless God, wee found her alive. 
The raging feaver continued till the Thursday following & then left her 
at intervalls till it went of, leaving her very weak & frettfull & w' little 
apetite, but she now mends apace. Ther 's nothing in nature can be 
fonder of your dear babes than their aunt, and I am apt to believe, if 
ever the sisters should be so fortunate as to come & to be together, that 
fatall difference & misunderstanding w* formerly subsisted will be hur- 
ried in oblivion. I sent no letters by the Eev* M' Price as I was 
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much hurried at that time & especially busied about getting him to 
settle acco'' w' me, which he found means to put of till the verry day 
he sailed, & I waited on purpose to settle with him, & had my horses 
ready waiting to goe to Dunstable all the while I waited for him, & was at 
last oblidged to take the assignation on his rents & farms in Hopkinston 
instead of money he owed me or stop him, which I could not find in my 
heart to doe, as I 'm forced to doe w' many others, w°'' strightens me so 
much these times that I hardly know w""" way to turn me to provide for 
my famillys & goe through w' my undertakings, as my outgoeings so farr 
exced my income of late years that I cannot avoid running into debt, w""" 
gives me great uneasieness & makes disquietude in the familly. Of these 
affairs I have wrote you formerly, as I would not hide my circumstances 
from any that belong to me or give them a higher esteem of my abillitys 
than what is real & just, & till I can extricate my self in some measure 
& get settled in the country & avoid the charge of two famillys pro- 
videing for, I can find no means of redress, but am still further en- 
tangled, but things turns much contrary to my hopes & expectations. 
It would give me the greatest joy & pleasure in life to have all my 
children w' me or near me if it were in my power to mak their lifes 
agreeable & circumstances easy & contented with their condition & live 
in peace & love one another, but that is the blessing of Almighty God 
w"^" I am undeserving of, tho my prayers shall never be wanting to effect 
it, & he knows what is best & fittest for us, & wee need not doubt of 
his good providence if wee truely serve, fear, & put our trust in him. 
As to advising Anne about staying or returning, tho thers none of my 
children nearer or dearer to me, I darst not determine as she was of 
age before she married & knows her eugagment. As she has now a hus- 
band, she must take her fate with him for better for worse, & must 
be determind by him Where his business leads. You must share each 
others fate. Its Gods holy ordinance ; but this you may both be as- 
sured of, that whilst I live, if no better happen or can be accomplishd 
then to live with me & as I doe, whilst you are easy & contented in 
such a condition will be agreeable both to me & her mother, & I 'm in 
great hopes her sister will rejoice in it. I pray God that all your vir- 
tuous endeavours may prosper & suceed. Your dear Jamie grows a 
charming boy, strong & healthy, full of life & good nature. I have 
sent you by favo"' of Cap' Partridge 6 setts of y" 2 voll" of Dr. Douglas 
Summary, three of w^"' Fowle the printer sends on his own ace' to you 
to sell for him as a trial, as you seemd to intimate that ther's a demand 
for them. I send them unbound, as the binding is much cheaper in 
Eng* than here. The Doct"^ nephew had gott administration before 
his aunt arrived, in w* she aquises, & they are about dividing the estate 
between them. 
As Cap' Partridge did not sail on Saturday last as expected, I am 

49 
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now at 22'^ October by Gods favour, & am much surprised at hearing 
the melancholy news of the sudden death of S'' Danvers Osborn, 
Gov'' of New York, for the confirmation & particulars of which I 
referr you to the iuclosd printed paper. As soon as I heard it, w""" 
was to-day, I sent to see if M' Villit was gone by whom I sent 
your present to j° des* S' Danvers of y' Summarys, praying him 
to return the books w' my letter, who told me had put them up in 
his chest on board a vessell that saild this morning for N. York, 
but promised to send them back to me. I do n't know whether it 
will be proper for you to expose that paragrap in the inclosd newspaper 
relating to Gov''" Osborns death, because it says he died suddenly on 
Friday & the next day was decently interred, &c., which perhaps may 
be a mistake, but no doubt you'll have heard of it before this will 
reach your hands. Wee see daily instances that wealth, honours, nor 
any thing in this world can exempt us from death or the terrors of a 
trouled mind. I thank you for the news papers, &c., sent. I'm loth 
to put you to any charge. The maggiznes for y<^ year 1752, bound, 
will be more usefull in y'' countrey, wee haveing non here worth your 
notice. My wife & dear Betty write their sister by Cap' Partridge & 
send some chocolate, &c., & would sent more things but darst not tres- 
pass on the Cap*^ good nature. Dear Martin, I conclude w' my sincer 
love & thanks to my bro' & sister, nices, & all friends, w' my compli- 
ments to your worthy bro' & sister McLeod, & Bro' John, who is so 
good as to write my wife, which she takes most kind. I pray God bless 
& prosper you, d' Anne, & the dear infant, & am 

Your most aflf 

James Gordon. 

[Addressed] " To L' William Martin, to be left at the Kew Engl* Coffee House 
in London, October 18, 1753." 

Another letter refers to the expedition against Crown Point 

in 1755. 

Court Files, Suffolk, No. 148,112. 

Dear Martin, — Your favours of 15 ult° came to my hands at 
Dunstable about a week ago. Your former I answerd before I left 
Boston, about a moneth ago, by M' Green. My wife & I arrived here 
last night, leaving Betty at Dunstable. I bless God wee found all our 
familly well here, & lef all well behind us. Thers nothing verry 
matterial happned since I wrote you last. The newspapers I take are 
all at Dunstable, & little of consequence in them, but y' slow & cir- 
cumspect marches of our forces to Crown Point. His Exelency Gen 
Shirly has gott to Osswego, where its said they will muster about 
8.000 men. Gen' Johnson is sett out from y" carrying place for Lake 
Sacrament, w' about 1,300 men & artillery, & Lyman was to follow 
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w' y" reer as soon as y" N. Hamp' forces was come up to join them. I 
belive they will not amout to 400 men, under Coll" Blanchard. Their 
Assembly voted but 500, to be inlisted only for 6 mo", & one half of 
the time expired almost before they marchd diretly to meet y* other 
forces, & by disconceit & bad managment many of the men returud 
disgusted. 

ColP Dunbar w' y° Brittish forces under his command is at Phila- 
delph"; its doubted whether the army will proceed to attack Crown 
Point till a further reinforcement from y* collonys is raisd & joins 
them, w"* can hardly be effected till y* latter end of October: this 
province is [^illeffible^ 2,000 men more, by w""" time if they proceed 
to attack Crown Point or Niagra it must be on the ice. In my 
opinion the success of the whole will now depend on the vigilance & 
dilligence of the navy w' you, in stoping & intercepting supplys of men, 
money, provitions, & warlik stores getting up the rivers St. Lawrence 
& Missisipi, to supply the French & Indians, who are said to be 
6,000 strong at Crown Point. Wee hope the report is true wee 
have here that Lewisburgh & Canada is in a starving condition ; that 
our fleet w' you have taken 7 or 8 French ships with provitions & 
stores, &c., & that your governm' were sending of about 7,000 of y" 
French inhabitants calld newtralls from Minas & Chignecto but wee 
are at a loss to conceive where you will send them. To secure them 
as friends or newtrals I fear this a tender point, difficult & chargeable, 
w* youU be so good as to explain in your next, w'^'^ I hope will bring 
good news, as y'' best & most important may be expected from your 
quarter, where our strength lies & our sucess commenced, which I 
pray God may prosper & continue. The defeat of Gen' Braddock 
w* his forces brings great scandal on our Brittish forces, & no doubt 
gives great incouragement to the French & salvages, w""* every true 
Britton I hope will be animated to retrieve; for if such numbers as the 
French can pour in on our backs, if a comunication is left open, & 
they can find a subsistence & supply of arms & amunition, with the 
assistance of the numerous native salvages that will join them, & per- 
haps the numerous forreignors, slaves, Roman Catholicks, Moravions, 
convicts, that are intermixd in y'= southern collonys will either side 
with them or refuse to take up arms against them, what can wee ex- 
pect but y" loss of our libertys, our religion, our trade, our fine flourish- 
ing [country's ?] estates, &c., and to resign all to our implacable enemys 
& inhuman salvages ? Its high time for us to humble our selves before 
God, to repent of our sins, to implore the Divine favour to avert the 
impending destruction, to exert our whole strength & intrest for our 
preservation. I bless God to hear you are all well. M" Martin 
should write to her mother or sister ; they regret much their not having 
a line from her since you arrived at Hallifax. I pray God bless you 
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all & prosper all your enterprises w' sxiccess. [Wee can boast as much ?] 
of our dear little [Jamie] as you can of your little fellow passenger. 
Her mothers time is well spent, as well as Daughter Bettys, in taking 
due care of them. I am oblidgd to you for speaking Prescott. Youll 
be soon able to learn how his circumstances are, & if he can procure me 
sufficient security. I know youll doe your best for me. His father 
keeps in cog. still, & by such & badd debts & fitting my farms re- 
duces me to great straits for money, as I have abou[t] £1000 sterling 
old debts to pay, & can gett in hardly so much as [to] maintain my 
familly. Youll excuse this scrawle as I [mak ] w' you, & write 
just what comes uppermost. My love to dear Anne & the babe. My 
wife & dear Betty desire to join with me in wishing & praying for 
your health & prosperity & a happy meeting. I am, dear Martin, 

Yours, 

Boston, Sept. 10, 1765. J. Gordon. 

Cap' Will Martin, Sep" 10'i>, 1755. 

The next contains an account of the epidemic of smallpox in 
Boston in 1764, when hospitals were opened at Point Shirley 
and Castle William for inoculation, some three thousand patients 
being received, without, as is stated, a single fatal result. It 
was during this epidemic that while the General Court was 
sitting in Cambridge by reason of it, the library building of 
Harvard College, then occupied by them, was burnt in the 
night of January 24, 1764. The Superior Court of Judicature 
for Middlesex was held, under the Act of ITebruary 3, 1764, 
at Cambridge instead of Charlestown, — and by the same Act 
the court for Suffolk was suspended, all parties excused from 
attendance, and the term postponed to August. Notwithstand- 
ing the Act, the term, according to the records, seems to have 

been held. 

Court Files, Suffolk, No. 148,112. 

Boston, N. Eng", March 9'^ 1764. 
Dear Martin, — I must acknowlege the receipt of five of your 
letters from Quebec, since I could find an opportunity of writeing to you 
unless I had wrote by post, via N. York, which I declined, as I found 
your letters by post were long in comeing to hand, & the post" chargeable 
w' covers 35/. old ten' each. Your letters come to hand are dated 
Oct' 23*, 26*, & 30*, Jan' 25* Febr. 18 & 20* & March 26* all by 
post, save one by M' Amiel & one by M' Phillips, by whom I intended 
to write you at large, concluding that to be the best & surest convey- 
ance, as I heard he was to sett out for Quebec every week for these two 
months past ; but bis time is not yett come, for he has often sent me 
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word that he would certainly call & give me notice two or three days 
before he sett out. 

The loss of my dear consort, your mother, whom it pleas'd God to 
take from us, was griveous & affecting to me & my familly. She died 
the IG"" day of Decern' last. She had sometime before worried & 
fatigued her self much abroad in the cold & wett about her son & his 
affairs, endeavouring to perswade & excite him to take right measures 
in the occonomy of life. She mitt him on this occasion w' several friends 
at his uncles without my knowledge, & was latter out than ordinary, & 
catch* a great cold & cough, w"** proved inveterate, settled on her 
vitalls, & growing daily weaker, & unable to raise the load of phlegm 
that opprest her lungs, she expir'd the fourteenth day after she kept 
her chamber, in her perfect senses, wihout any delirium or raveings, 
tho her continual cough with out intermission whilst she had strength 
prevented her expression. I hope in God's infinite mercy, through 
the merrits of our blessed Redeemer Jesus Christ, she is happy to all 
eternity. I placed her remains in a new tomb I purchasd under the 
Kings Chapell, No. 8. She died on Friday & was interrd the Fri- 
day following y'' 23 Decern', 1764. In about eight or 10 days after 
this the small pox broke out at the north end of this town, w"** proved 
verry mortall. Of the first 12 or 13 persons seizd with it, ten or 
eleven of them died of it, being chief'' adults ; the town was greatly 
allarmd. A great paniok seizd every body, either for themselves, their 
children, or relations that had not had the distemper before. All those 
who's condition & circumstances of life would admitt of it hurried away 
into the country with their goods & furniture, &c. The Gen' Assembly, 
which was then sitting, & all the courts adjournd to Cambridge & 
other country towns. They & the select men of the town used all 
their power & authority to put a stop to the contagion, at least to 
confine it to the north part of the town. They removed all transient 
persons (& as many of the inhabitants as they could perswad) that were 
seizd w' it, & sett guards round the infected places admitting no body 
to goe in or come out. They forbidd innoculation upon a great penalty, 
and used all other means could be thought of to prevent the spreading 
of the infection. By their endevours they reduced the distemper to 
about two or three famillys at the north end of the town, so that it 
was generally thought the town would be quite clear of it in a short 
time. But vain is human [efforts to prevent] the acts of Divine Provi- 
dence. The infection took a large stride & seizd M''' Pemberton, a 
younge gentle woman upon the hill near us, who lived w' her only 
brother, a batchelor, & had no other familly but a serv', & were so re- 
markably cautious & fearfull that they would neither goe out of doors 
nor admitt any body to come in to them, & she was then & had been 
confind to her chamber for three moneths by indisposition, & had not 
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stirrd out of her room. She died of it. This allarmd & terrified the 
town strangely, especially the south part, as they began to think them- 
selves safe, & several persons & familly who upon the first alarm 
had fled, were thinking & prepareing to return ; but now the panick was 
greater then before. The infection spread, & all those whos circum- 
stances & condition of life would not admitt of removeing out of town, 
resolved to be inuoculated at all events. In this general consternation 
the town meetings were calld, to consult the wellfare & safety of the 
inhabitants, wherein the select men of the town declard they had used 
all the authority given them, & used their utmost endeavours to prevent 
the spreading of the infection, butt now they had no further hopes of 
succeding ; but that now the distemper would become general through 
out the whole town, w""" being considerd it was then resolved that the 
inhabitants of the town should be at liberty to innoculate at their pleas- 
ure, untill the 20"^ day of Aprile following, & no longer. 

You can hardly conceiue the concern my daughter & I had in regard 
to your children all this while as you & their mother were absent. 
Wee had kept them closs conflnd to the house ever since there was 
any aprehension of danger from infection, & wee allowd no body to 
come into y" room where they kept but their aunt & my self, w"*" was a 
hard task to confine such active spirits, but I dreaded their haveing of 
it the natural way. It proved so mortal, some said one half died of it, 
other, one third. Wee had but little experience of y" consequence by 
innoculation. It was the coldest time of the whole year & wee have 
not a warm room in y' house wee live in. I found the best & most 
experiencd help, as nurses all engagd. The ablest physitians had 
undertook so many patients that it seemd impossible they could prop- 
perly attend so many, as every body was striveing who should be first 
inuoculated lest they should take it the natural way. There was no 
purchasing the necessary of life at less then 3 or 4 prices, besides the 
risque of bringing home y° infection with them. Considering all these 
risques & inconveniences, wee resolved to send them all to my farm at 
Dunstable as soon as I could find a carefull nurse to attend & proper 
carriages for them & warm cloathing & conveniences, all which by 
Divine favour wee efEected by the 19 of January last, when I sent 
express to Dunstable for y* horses to come w' my miller Robertson, 
but it being then y° first great thaw & the roads so bad & the snow 
gone that he could not gett here till the 23* Jan'. The next morning, 
y"* 24"' at 7 oclock A. M., they sett out, your son James w' little Jean 
& their nurse in one coverd chair & the miller w' your daughters Betty 
& Anne in y° other. It began to snow a little just as they sett out, w''" 
enereasd to a verry great snow storm all that day & was the greatest 
snow storm wee had all the winter, w"*" gave us much concern. I con- 
cluded they would have reachd no further then Cambridge that day. 



1900.] LETTERS COMMUKICATED BY ME. NOBLE. 391 

"Wee could hear no thing of them for five days, as the snow was so 
deep & drifted so much that no body could travell with horse or 
carriage; but wee were happly releivd from our anxiety by a letter 
from your son James by a lusty Irish man who was comeing here & 
stopd by the storm at y" inn where y" children were. (His bussiness 
being earnest), he footed it up to his crotch in snow the chief of the 
way. By James letter he verey sensibly & distintly iuformd me that 
the first day, haveing good horses & warm cloathd & shelterd, they 
reachd Major Fowles or Wymaas at Wooburn, the best house of 
entertainment on y* road, where they were all well & in high spirits ; 
that it was impossible to travell further with wheel carriages, where- 
fore the miller left them next morning & sett out on foot for Dunstable, 
driveing the horses before him to break the way throw the snow, with 
an intent to gett a large slay fixd up w' 6 horses & return for to carry 
them all up to gether, w""" he effected the week following. In the mean 
time, as y'^ roads became passable, James & I had frequent correspondence 
by letters, by w"'' I found they gott all well & safe to Dunstable the 
30 of January abo* 5 oclock in y" evening, mightilly pleasd w' their 
coverd slay, where I leave them till wee saw & heard the effects of innoc- 
ulation on about 3,000 subjects, w"'' by Divine mercy proved so favour- 
able that I could hear of no more than 3 or 4 children that died under 
y' operation. The first of Aprile I sent & order your children to be 
brought & to sett out the first good day, & orderd them to stop at Rox- 
berry, intending to carry out Docf Lloyd to innoculate them there. 
But at that time the docf happend to be confind by a fall down a cellar, 
by w""" he broke & lost a finger that he could not goe abroad ; and I 
was in doubt whether if Doe'' Lloyd innoculated them, he would be 
well enough to give them due attendence himself, especially as I 
was informd he had then about 300 patients. This matter I consulted 
with Cap' Erwing & your friends & mine here, who all advisd me to 
employ D"' Bulflnch, who had the fewest patients of any of the noted 
physitans ; tho equal in skill & learning, & had innoculated all Cap' 
Erwings grand children, M'' Powells, & some more of y" best famillys 
in town, & all had done well. They likewise all agreed in their 
opinion that there was no danger in bringing them directly home ; there- 
for I sent to meet them & orderd them directly home, where they 
arrived the [illegible], where I had the docf waiting. But he thought 
it best not to innoculate till the next morning, but orderd each of 
them a preparatory pill that night, & calld early next morning & 
innoculated each of them with their nurse that attended thera, to 
whom they took a likeing, & as I was informd was verry tender & 
carefull of them in the country & could hardly part from them, & 
being poor & unable to support the charge & no where to be, at y" 
childrens intercession w' consent of ther aunt, I gave her house room 
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aloDg w' them & took the charge upon me. They all did exceeding 
well ; the mercurial & antimouial pills the docf orderd made them 
more sick then the small pox, w°'' was nothing. Betty, Jamie & 
Jinny had a small sprinkling such as I wishd for, but Anne had but 
verry few^. None of them will have any marks to show they have had 
it. They are all perfectly well, have excelent stomacks, & have been 
at church & abroad every day for this week past. I trusted no body 
w' giveing them their pills & pysick as y' doctor orderd. I did it all my 
self, as 1 observed that fond & unexperienced women & nurses com- 
monly does more hurt then good. I would had none, but my judgm' 
was overruled in that point by their aunts timerity, who insisted on 
haveing your old servant Eliz" Robertson, who came w' them from 
Dunstable on purpose to tend them, & was verry officious. God of his 
infinite mercy & goodness has causd all the means wee used in regard 
to them to prosper, who's name be blessed for ever tfe ever. And this 
is better to them then a thousand pounds portion each. 

I have nothing more matterial to add to this long letter, but to re- 
joice & congratulMte with you on these & the birth of your second son, 
and that the difficulty & danger w' M" Martin is over in that affair. 
Youll see by the inclossd letters, &c. for you that I have an agreeable 
correspondence w' your bro!, & that you are happy in your young 
relations, & that to make you ammends for past deflciencys, I have 
exceded the bounds of a letter & of my paper & have only room left to 

say I am 

Your aiK &c. James Gordon. 

[Mem°] " Part of a letter write me while at Quebec by M' Gordon, 
but no date relating to inoculation 1764." 

Cap' William Maktin. 

The next is mainly taken up with an account of the Stamp 
Act riotous proceedings. 

Court Files, Suffolk, No. 148,112. 

Boston, Sep'' 10, 1765. 
Dear Martin, — Sir, I reed your favours of y" 2'^ Aug' last, per 
Lord Adam Gordon on Sunday y" 8* curant, w' a card intimating he 
left you & M" Martin well at Quebec lately, & that he would call upon 
me some day soon. He surprisd us this morning with a verry short 
visit. Your children were all just gone to school, except our two Bettys, 
who were undressd & would not appear. His Lordship promisd to call 
again on Sunday next. He desired, when I had an opportunity of writ- 
ting to you, to send his compliments. I told him 1 was just a going to 
write you by Cap' Howell in a scooner whom I saw by the entrys was 
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bound for Quebec. His L* said he would write to Quebec by y" same 
opportunity, & leave the letter w' me when he calld again, to send w' 
mine. His L"^ ship seems to answer the character & description you give 
me of him ; kind & condecending. Your children are to write their aunt 
by his Lordship, of w"*" Jamie shall send you a coppy. Not haveing 
heard from you for so long a time made me conclude you were on your 
journey or passage to Boston, which prevented my writeiug ; but I sett 
your son to write you by one Cobb (a more simular name would be 
Hogg) master of a sloop — w°'' I hope you recived. There was two 
letters & two newspapers giveing an acco' of y° mobb or riot occasiond 
by the Stamp Act, which has since encreasd to inhuman cruelty & bar- 
barity, contrary to y'^ intention, I beleive, of the instigators, & has rather 
hurt the cause. Those mobbs, like fire once raised or kindled, cant be 
controwled. No doubt you have y'^ sentiments of the people of the col- 
lonys, & the obstructions, & claims of constitutionale privilidges of ex- 
emption, &c., in y'' struggle w"'' I fear is not come to y" height, & may 
become sanguine if wee have not a molifying ministry or a New Parlia- 
ment, better informd of the true state & condition of all the collonies, 
that will repeal this Act. I dread y'= consquence ; but as I'm no politi- 
tian, I referr you to the papers inclosd, which informs how farr the 
people have gone in their resentment, & this seems only a prelude to a 
deeper trajedy. Its i)erilous times w' us here, a man dars't speak a word 
in favour of y" act without running the risque of haveing his house pulld 
down, his goods destroyd & pillaged, or his life lost. The distributors or 
stamp masters in this & all the neighbouring collonys have all resignd 
in terrorum, & glaid to save their bacon ; & some of them, even after 
that, doe not think them selves safe in person or estate, are gone of to 
Engl''. The custom house officers & Admr'^ officers are threatned & inti- 
midated, & before the millitia was raised & kept night watches at y' cus- 
tom house, treasury, goal, survey' generals, &c., the rich men in town 
began to be in fearfull apprehensions & were moveing their cash & 
valuable furniture, &c. I had some sent to my house : you see poverty 
is a sanctuary sometimes, tho not desireable. This gives me no personal 
fears or uueasyness, but in regard to your children, as the hussa's of 
mobbs, the rattleing of drums, the clamour of y'^ soldiers = who comes 
there =. Wee are all well = & the continual hubub takes up all their 
attention from their learning, diverts their minds. As for James, wee 
cannot keep him from amongst the hui-ly burrly without I would chain 
him. Thers no getting them kept to their sett times of schooling, eating, 
goeing to bed, riseing in morning in y* midst of this disorder & confu- 
sion. Its much y* same w' our servants ; ther 's no keeping them in order 
& to their business, & the danger of hurt or ill accidents coming to y* 
children give me some fear & anxiety. This taxing y'* collonys by the 
Brittish Parliament, if agreeble to y" Constitution & consistent w' the 

50 
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freedom & liberty of Brittish subjects, yet it seems premature, impolitick, 
or rash. What can it avail Great Brittain to crush, impoverish, fetter her 
collonys or risque their alegiance, loose their custom or benefitt ? Would 
not the force to compell or subdue them cost the nation more such 
taxations would bring into to y" treasury ? These are omens w"'' pray 
God avert. Cap' Daveison is just arrved here from London, who has 
gott also the stampt paper & uutensills for all the northen collonys on 
board. They must be landed at y" Castle, under its force w' two man of 
warr who are in y' harbour ; if they are landed in town, they will cer- 
tainly be destroyd or reshipd for London. The stamp distributor or 
officers for y° goverm' of New Hampsh' was on board, a passenger, & 
being apprised of the procedings of the mob here, &c., & the danger of 
landing, immediatly resignd y'^ office & was received with acclamations 
& carress of y'' people, who conducted him to y° Exchange Tavern, where 
they applauded & treated him in a grand manner. Numerous invitations 
followed y° ceremony — here I left of writeing nonsence — being late. 
This morning (Septem' 1 1*) I awaked at my usual hour, 5 oclock, & 
was surprised to hear all the bells in town a ringing. I gott np & calld 
your Jamie to goe out & see what was the matter. James went out di- 
rectly, but did not return till he had joind the chorus (it being his turn 
to ring the school bell), but was soon releived by other boys, & brought 
me word that it was a great rejoiceing upon the news of a new ministry 
being appointed ; that j" great M5 Pitt, his frinds & associates, were in 
place, & had the reins of government into their hand, to the great joy & 
satisfaction of the people of this town (& I suppose of all the collonys), 
who are in hopes of a repeal of the Stamp Act, &c., from their friendly 
influence & sentiments ; & its said there is to be illuminations & great 
rejoiceing here this evening upon this occasion. This I suppose will be 
no news to you at Quebec at this season, when y" communication to & 
from G. Brittain is open, but I must answer your letters in kind till 
you are pleasd to give me a subject of more importance, tho I acknowl- 
edge my want of knowledge & capacity or even much concern in pub- 
lick affairs ; and to give you a detail of my private familly affairs & 
concrns would be too melanchoUy a subject, & I wish to God it may 
never affect any but my self. My sins deserve it & inflnitly more. My 
desire is to comfort my self that I have a gracious God & blessed Re- 
deemer, who knows what is best & fittest for us, whether prosperity or 
adversity, sickness or health, joy or sorrow, &c., and of his infinite wis- 
dom and goodness dispences accordingly for our good & to his glory, 
if wee had faith to belive it & wisdom to understand it. 

I have nothing to write relating to your children without repeating 
the substance of my former letters, only to signifie they are growing 
& improveing in their learning, reason, good sence, manners, virtue 
more then could be well expected without a father or mothers example. 
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prcepts, & Tuition, or any one I may say, but a poor worthies insig- 
nificant old man verry unfitt & improper for such a task as bringing up 
young ladies, as they 'are calld, by w"*" they must suffer in point of 
polite education. They have indeed the gifts of nature, but how apt 
nature is to degenerate, without nurture, admonition, example, instruc- 
tion, &c., I need not tell you, — optima corupta, &c. The loss of their 
dear G. M' makes my burthen, task, & expence larger, & more, she 
was allwaise minding & repairing & making their cloaths, liunens, 
hose, &c., to make them last, & keeping & cleaning them. Now they 
have lost both y" benefit & example, nothing but new ones can compen • 
sat, & the charge eoastautly encreasing as they grow up ; but this 
ought to be a mothers care, concern, & consideration as well as duty, 
which is reciprocal! even between parents & children according to y" 
laws of God and dictates of nature. I shall tire your patience. 

Sept^ 16. As y' vessell by which this comes has been detaind, & is 
not yett saild, gives me the opp'^ of trausitting another weeks paper, 
here inclosd. The uproar & mobbing is subsided, & the town is still 
& quiet. 

My lord was as good as his word. Yesterday, Sunday, he was at y^ 
chapel w! our Gov' & his lady, & had no sooner gal anted the lady to 
their coach, he directly followd us, overtook us, & told me he was 
goeing to our house. His Fship w* Cap*^ Maxwell & McDonald, who 
waited on him, tarried with us about a q' of an hour, when I presented 
all your children. He reed them verry kindly, & took particular notice 
of James, & seemd pleased w' his conversation. James had his letter, 
w""" is here inclosd, ready; but when I orderd him to fetch & deliver 
it to his Fship, he seemd reluctant, saying he had not direted it, upon 
w""" his l''ship told him to bring it to him at such a place ; & glaid was 
James, for he did not like the writeing & wanted time to write another, 
thinking to mend the writeing, & immediately after my lord was gone, 
sett about it. I coveted a closer conversation w' his l^ship, & was in 
hopes he would supt w' me ; but he made a gentile apology, telling me 
he did not sleep in town, that he bad to take his leave, after church, of 
his friends, & it would be too late & inconvenient if he supt in town ; 
that he intgd to sett out on his journey to day, but had deferrd it till 
Tuesday morning, as the Governour insisted on his dinning w' him to 
day & M' Jordan had invited him to a dance this evening. As his lord- 
ship mentiond this y' [W*"] Gordon, who was in y" room w' us, askd 
your Betty if she was askd to that dance. When she answerd no, my 
lord said he was surprisd M' Jordan had omitted asking her, looking 
at the gentlemen w' him, who went diretly & sent her an invitation from 
M' Jordan, w' an apology. I had just given each of them a new suit of 
cloaths ; Betty was genteely dress'd. My lord took much notice of her, 
w""" procured her the respect of the whole company. M' Jordan chose 
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her for his partner in the dance. She had, as I hear, the applause of 
all for her behavior & fine danceing. 

Your Jamie was late in finishing his letter. I scolded him, fearing 
my 1* was gone out of town or would not be found; but James, upon 
enquiry, heard his lordship was invited to drink tea at M"' Ottis's, 
where a junto of y' patriotik grandees of y" town were assembled to 
solicit his friendship in Parliament. They were deeply engagd in 
politics, & James was waiting in y*' entry for admittance. When his 
lordship spied him, he knew him, & went & led him into the room & 
introduced him to the company, who shewd him great respect on his 
Fships ace', who took his hatt & hung it up & sett him down at y'^ 
tea table by him & made him drink tea, &c. you can't imagin. 
All your children are taken with my lord, except dear little Jeany, 
who was taken ill on Sunday morning w' a vomiting which was 
succeded by a feverish indisposition wch increased, so that I thought 
proper to send for y"* doctor, who advisd a gentle peuke on Monday 
even, w'^ wee found abated y*^ force of the feaver, w"'' induced me to 
suffer no further medecines to be given till I found y' fevor higher or 
some bad symtoms, but trust nature & good nursing, w"'' your Anne 
& I undertook, & I hope has been effectual, for this is Thursday P. M. 
y" IS*, & she is up & walking about; y' fevour seems to be quite 
gone. This gave us some fear, as its a verry sickly time, particularly 
w' children of about her age, — the throat distemper prevail amongst 
them & proves mortal. I am, dear Martin, 

Your verry affectionate, &c. 

James Gordon. 

P. S. To y° copy of your childrens letter to their aunt, here in- 
closd, you have your daughter Anne's to you & her m% w'^'' is the first 
she ever wrote. 

[Endorsed] " September 10*, 1765." 

[Addressed] "To William Martin, Esq', Cap' of the Detachment of Roy' 
Artillery at Quebec." 

These letters obviously admit of many illustrative and 
explanatory notes, but it seemed as well to leave them to 
themselves. 

The Hon. Mellen Chamberlain, referring to the remarks 
of Mr. Noble and the letters communicated by him, spoke 
briefly and extemporaneously on the social and economical 
revolution in New England which began about fifty years ago, 
and seemed to him to have produced far greater and more 
important changes than the political revolution which pre- 
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ceded it. He gave some interesting reminiscences of his own 
boyhood on the banks of the Merrimac, of the emigration to 
the Western States, of the decline of the rural districts, and 
of the effects consequent on the opening of the first long 
railway line. 

Dr. Samuel A. Green communicated some extracts from 
a diary or note-book kept by Rev. Dr. Increase Mather, and 
said : — 

In connection with the copy of Increase Mather's Diary 
presented at the last meeting of the Historical Society, I wish 
to submit certain extracts from another diary kept by Mather, 
which covers in part the same pei-iod of time, and was received 
from the same source. The entries in this book are much 
fuller than those in the other. The extracts were made more 
than a hundred years ago by Dr. Jeremy Belknap from the 
original diaiy, which never came into the possession of the 
Society. Presumably he selected such items as he could use 
in his historical work, or such as interested him for some other 
purpose. Various passages taken from the volume at the 
time it was given, on March 11, 1858, appear in the Proceed- 
ings (III. 317-320) of that date. For the most part these 
extracts, then printed, related to Harvard College, and in the 
present paper none of them is repeated, though a row of three 
dots is inserted to mark such gaps. Apparently the diary was 
kept between the years 1674 and 1687, as entries are found 
during that period of time ; and there is no reason to suppose 
that more than one volume was used by Dr. Belknap when he 
made his selections. 

It is highly probable that Dr. Belknap's extracts were not 
always exact copies from the original diarj', i. e., "letter-per- 
fect" copies ; but were given in a somewhat shortened form, 
though the substance was kept. In the small volume, later 
referred to, there is a citation from John Marshall's journal 
wliich is now in the possession of the Society. A "compari- 
son between the original manuscript and the copy made by 
Dr. Belknap shows certain changes in the construction of sen- 
tences and various omissions of words, but the sense remains 
the same. There is also reason to think that in a few places 
he has interjected expressions of his own, but in such instances 
I have not attempted to separate them from the text, or in 
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any way to decide the matter ; though what he has given 
within brackets, I have added as notes at the bottom of the 
page. From time to time he has left blank spaces in his copy, 
presumably where he was unable to decipher Mather's hand- 
writing, which is very illegible. In such instances I have 
inserted the word blank within brackets. 

Among the manuscripts used by the Rev. Thomas Prince, 
when he compiled his " Chronological History of New-Eng- 
land in the Form of Annals" (Boston, 1736), as appears from 
his Preface (p. vii), was "An Account of memorable Things 
in Netv-England, from 1674 to 1687 inclusively, written by the 
late Rev. Dr. Increase Mather, in his own Hand." According 
to Mr. Prince, the manuscript was in quarto form ; and it must 
have been the identical diary now under consideration. In 
former times it was customary to describe books and even 
manuscripts by the folds in the paper, and to arrange them 
as folios, quartos, octavos, etc., though such description would 
by no means conform to the modern standard of sizes. Dr. 
Belknap's extracts from tlie diary are found in a small blank- 
book of 44 pages, whicli, since it came into the possession of 
the Societ}^, together with a fasciculus of selections made 
by him from other sources, has been bound in half-morocco. 
These latter selections, for the most part made from printed 
sources, are not given in this paper. 

In the copy now presented, for the sake of convenience, the 
extracts have been arranged chronologically, which was not 
done in the diary. The entries cover an interesting period in 
the History of New England, and give details in regard to the 
minor incidents of Philip's War, which are not found in the 
more pretentious works relating to that event. 

[There are four entries in the diary before November 20, which 
appear in the Proceedings for March, 1858, and for that reason they 
are here omitted.] 

1674 Nov 20. M' [Samuel] Danforth of Roxbury died, in y" 48* 
year of his age. he was not sick a whole week. 

De<f 15. Some plantations in Long Island refused to submit to the 
Gov' settled at N York. The Gov' of N Y went to y" in person W 
1 20 armed men, whereupon they submitted to him. . . . 

Dec"" 25. Marmaduke Johnson the Printer died in Boston. He had 
just fitted his press to go to work. He was to have printed the Indian 
bible. 
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M' John Foster bought the press intend'' to set up printing in 
Boston. 

In Feb? a report is come as if John Sausaman the Indian were 
murdered. He was one of the Indian Preachers, of excellent parts & 
as M'' Eliot thinks a sincere Convert. 

News Cometh that the good people in N Jersey are like to be deprived 
of all their Estates. When y" former Gov was removed & the Dutch 
took the place, the good people were glad of it & imprudently appointed 
a day of thanksgiving. Now Providence has so ordered that the former 
Gov is returned & inraged. Good M' Pierson was one that kept the 
day of thanks^ with his Chh. Christians should pray for wisdom as 
well as innocency & sincerity. One imprudent act may bring a whole 
people into trouble. 

It is reported that the Gov of N York doth challenge the greatest 
part of Connecticut Colouy to be und his Jurisdic" This is like to 
cause trouble. 

At Martins vineyard diverse honest people are in great trouble, their 
estates sequestred by reason of M' M [Wawi] complaining to y** Gov 
of N Y. . . . 

19? 1™ I heard y' in Virginia there is a great want of Provision. 
Men & beasts like to perish, and now they say thus "New England, 
come & supply us & you shall be custom-free. This is very observable 
y' in the 1'' year when the act ag' N E was put in execution it should 
be so with yE & that they shd be forced to desire help from N E. 

Wheat is scarce among people in Boston. There is a designe at 
N York to hinder supplies from coming hither that so the Trade of 
Boston may bo diminished & their own increased. 

April 14. Cattle die at Rhode Island for want of food. 

The famine like to rage in Virginia . . . 

4* 22 1675 Tis reported that at Nosset * an Indian Squaw being with 
child the child was heard crying 3 days before it was born.'' 

29? 2"? I heard y' in Long Island many cattle die, cows, sheep, 
swine in abundance that there is like to be a scarcity of Provisions 
also y' scarcity begining in some towns beyond New Haven. 

In Long Island they complain of their new Gov. \l>lan¥\ Ah poor 
N E shall scarcity both of \hlank'\ & sp! food come on thee ! both have 
been despised. 

gd mo This gen> Court sev' things happened troublesome & uncom- 
fortable. M' Graves being chosen a deputy for Charlestown, the house 
of deputies were not free to accept of him as suspecting that he might 
be prelatical in his principles. He refused to declare what his judgment 
was in that matter therefore they would not receive him. Petitions 

1 Eastham on Cape Cod. N. B. Nobscusset is part of Yarmouth. 

2 U B. There had been some diflSculty in y« Chh there a little before. 
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came from Charlestown on his behalf but in vain, thereby many 
displeased. 

Two men (we hear) have been at the Gen' Court at* Hartford as 
sent from the Gov' of N Y demanding a great part of the Colony as 
belonging to N Y alledging that it was from favor only that their pa- 
tent of any use to y" so long for y' no duplicate of it to be found upon 
Record in London. 

July. 12. We hear y' the Indians have destroyed sev' Plantations in 
Plym° Colony. Middlebury all but one house burntj & at Dartm" all 
but 8 houses, & most of the houses in Swansey & y' Ninicraft & 
other Sachems join with Philip. 

Tis the saddest time with N E y' euer was known. 

The Gov of N Y with 50 Men double-armed came in a hostile Way 
ag' Conecticut, but disappointed at Sea-brook, others having possession 
of the fort. 

20* 62 This week Cap" [Edward] Hutchinson died by the wounds 
w'' he rec* of the Indians [blank'] It seems to be an observable provi- 
dence y' so many of that family die by the hands of the uncircumcised. 
His Mother (long ago) & sister. And now himself. His own rashness 
brought this death on him. The last Sabbath he was in Boston he 
went out of the meeting house ia a discontent, because the \hlan¥\ ad- 
monished a {blanlc] that had been divers times drunk. Some say he 
refused to join, that he would hold communication with the [blank'] up 
more at the Ld's table. M' Allen told me he s* so to him. 

Sep^. 1. A day of humiliation in our Congregation, because of 
trouble on ace" of Indians. The Magistrates kept Court this day, 
(when the Ld did so visibly call them & all the Country to fasting & 
mourning) whereby many kept from attending that service & much of 
the solemnity of the day lost. I was troubled at this & expected to 
hear more sad news, w"" soon happened accordingly. For this week 
news comes that on Sept' 1 the very day when we were thus fasting 
& others shd haue been so but would not, the Indians burnt 17 houses 
& killed one man at Deerfield, which I haue the more reason to take 
notice of in that my nephew Sam' Mather is Pastor there. 

This day Amalek prevailed over Israel ! for Moses' hai\ds were not 
held up, as should have been ! ^ 

The Court of Assistants condemned S[amuel] G[iles] to die on ace" 
of Rape committed between Haverhill & Newbury. They y' were sus- 
pected for the Murder not found guilty. 

Sep 14. The ferry boat coming from Charlestown sunk in the midst 
of the River. There were in y' boat 14 passengers & 3 horses. One 
of the Horses was drowned & one man of Watertown whose name was 

1 N. B. In his printed ace" of y* War he mentions y« fast & the mischief at 
Deerfield but says nothing of the Magistrates non-attendance at public worship. 
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[John] Shadock, He had been wonderfully preserved in the fight w j' 
Indians when Cap' Beers was killed. It is said that just before this 
evil befel him, he had been in y' Tavern inveighing ag' the Magistrates 
& that he was in drink when drowned. In the same boat Crisp was a 
passanger, who was lately tryed on [blank] suspicion in respect of the 
Murder committed in the winter, not evidence eno' to take away his 
life. He was bid not to go into the boat because of the danger, but he 
derided saying He y' was bora to be hanged, will never be drowned, 
& he was not drowned, though in such guilt. It is to be feared y' at 
last hanging may be his Portion. . . . 

This week somebody in the night time erected a Pillar over the 
Quakers Graves (who were hanged) under the gallows & wrote " Here 
lie the bodies of such & such, their souls triumphing in Iblank] their 
blood crying for Vengeance." This is an ill Omen.^ 

Oct. 24. This day M' Cutts of Portsmouth died in Boston being sent 
hither as a deputy. A solemn Providence y' one of the General Court 
should die in the time of the Courts session ! and he died in the Gov- 
ernor's house! He was one of the richest men in New England. 

Nov 9. This day the House of Deputies passed the Bill for Refor- 
mation &c but the Magistrates would not pass it pretending they had 
not time. And the night after the Lord forsook the English forces ; 
for not far from Mendon Cap' Hinchman with his soldiers had a great 
Opportunity to cut off the Indians who were asleep in a Wigwam but 
after some firing his men cowardly ran away, when the Indians killed 
his Lieu? & another, & were mightily animated &c, a sore rebuke ! 

Alas that Reformation should stick at the head ! Lord lay it not to 
their charge, especially impute it not to the Country ! 

JVov'' 15. The magistrates consented to the bill for Reformation as to 
most of the Particulars contained therein. 

Nov 18. Gen' Court broke up in discontent [blank] lamentable 
[^blank^ to the scandal of religion. . . . 

In his printed acc° of the War p. 18, he makes this observation. 

October 19 The conclusions of the Committee (viz of both houses 
assisted by ye teaching elders) respecting Reformation were signed & 
delivered into the Gen' Court, who voted acceptance & appointed an- 
other Committee to draw up laws in order to the establishm' &c Now 
as I remember Fox the Martyrologist observes w respect to the refor- 
mation in K Edw 6. days, y' the very day & hour when the act of 
Reformation was put in Execution at London G gave y' Eng'' a signal 
victory ag' the Scots at Musselborough, so it was proportionably with 
us. For that day when the Vote was past the Lord gave success to our 
forces at Hatfield'"&c 

1 N. B. This writer deals much in Omens, & appears very superstitious, in 
many of his remarks on Common Occurrences, vide flnem hujus libri. 

51 
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MS. 6* 10™ This day we hear y' another of the wounded Captains 
viz Seily of Connecticut is dead. He died on the Sabbath ! It may be 
it was not pleasing to God that the English should engage the Enemy 
on the Sabbath day ! ^ 

I hear that a strange Creature was killed at Stonington in Connecticot 
on Dec' 15 by the description of it, it seems to be a Lion. 

ll*" 11"" This day I hear that G has shot an arrow into the midst of 
this Town. The small pox is in an ordinary ye sign of the Swan, the 
ordinary Keepers name is Windsor. His daughter is sick of the dis- 
ease. It is observable that this disease begins at an alehouse, to testify 
God's displeasure ag' the sin of drunkenness & y' of multiplying ale- 
houses ! 

12? The maid that was sick of the small pox is dead. 

14? A Quaker (Robert Ford) nailed a note on the meeting house 
doors in Boston, declaring that the ruin of this place was at hand. It 
may be the Lord will preserve us notwithstanding [blank^ the false 
prophets so speak ! 

21 & 22'' 11- Strange warm weather like April, whereby the snow 
exceedingly wasted, & it is to be feared, that the Indians will have great 
advantage thereby to scatter & do mischief, so that the Lord seems to 
be against us still & to take part with our adversaries ! ^ 

Connecticot hath hitherto escaped, but many times when a storm 
cometh, the tail of it is most heavy & formidable. The places that 
shall be punished most, shall be punished at last. Lord, be more 
gracious ! . . . 

8* 12- Strange warm weather like May, so as that I could not well 
bear a fire in my study ! . . . 

J 3d jm -pijig jjj^y (_i,g Indians set upon Groton, &c In the pursuit 
after the Indians Turner the Anabaptist being made a Captain had like 
to have been drowned. This seems to me an observable Providence, 
that he who had dipped others & has been the principal cause of the 
trouble raised by the Indians in that place. 

12? W Clarke's house of Plym" assaulted by the" Indians this sab- 
bath day. 11 persons killd. He s* to me about a month ago when I 
told him he should not so condemn all the [blank'] Indians as he did wish- 
ing them hanged &c that their inocent blood would cry. He replied 
that he would say as the Jews did, their blood be upon me & my Chil- 
dren, which was a dreadful expression & made me fear what would 
come upon his Children. 

This week one that was taken Captive at Groton made an escape out 

1 N. B. This was y« famous attack on the Narraganset fort, concerng w^ in 
his printed ace? he says " Here was not only a Victory but Sdso a signal preserva- 
tion, for w^i let the Father of mercies have eternal glory ! " 

^ Strange! that there cannot be a warm day in Winter, but it must be a 
Weather-breeder ! 
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of the Enemy's hands. His name is Blood, a troublesome Man in that 
place ! I wish that the return of such a Man to us may not be ominous 
of a return of Blood ! . . . 

May 9 [1676]. Our army w""" is abroad met with a party of Indians 
& dispersed about 13 of them. The praying Indians did approve them- 
selves faithful to the English & did very good service at this as well as 
at other Times, inasmuch as many who had hard thoughts of them begin 
to blame themselves & to have a good opinion of the praying Indians 
who have been so generally & so sinfully decry ed. . . . 

May 15. At Lieut Rowland's Garison in Plym was seen in the air 
an Indian bow pointing from East to West ! ^ . . . 

[June] 10 A ship arrived from E wherein there came one Randolph 
who bro't a letter from the K about complaints made ag' this Govern? by 
reason of Gorges & their patent & Interest in the Eastern parts. 

Discoursing with M' John Oliver he told me that when he was in the 
streights & at Venice there were 40 Protestant Ministers bro't out of 
Germany condemned to be galley slaves all their days ! Lord, pour out 
a Vial upon the house of Austria ! 

July 30. This Evening being the Sabbath between 8 & 9 a'clock 
there appeared a stream of fire. 

August 7. Some of those Indians (women & Children) who lately sub- 
mitted themselves to the English as they were gathering huckleberries 
in Concord were murdered by 4 Englishmen. A sad thing. It may 
be it will occasion the Indians to seek to revenge their blood which has 
been shed & new troubles to arise. And if Justice be not done upon the 
Murderers, God will take Vengeance. . . . 

In the latter end of August many sick with fever & fluxes (especially 
in Boston) which proved mortal. Above 50 died in Aug' in this Town. 
In the last week in Aug' I hear of 11 that died in 2 days. 

In the first Week in September 19 Persons indicted & tried for their 
lives in Boston. 

Sagamore Sam was brought in. 

Sep 13. There were 8 Indians shot to death in Boston of those that 
were bro't in from the Eastward.^ 

21. There were 3 Indians hanged & an Englishman hanged also, for 
murdering the Indians not far from Concord. Also another English- 
man that was condemned should this day have been hanged but he died 
in prison The like not known y' a Man should die or be sick on the 
day appointed for his Execution, A sad thing also that English & 
Indians should be executed together. 

We hear that 40 Indians have submitted themselves to the English 

1 Perhaps the edge of a cloud illuminated by the rising or setting sun. I have 
seen divers appearances of the like kind. 

2 These were taken at Cochecho by a Stratagem of Major Waldron. 
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at the Eastward, because afraid of the Mohawks who have killed 
several. 

22. This day Sagamore Sam was hanged at Boston. And the sick 
Englishman that should have been executed the last Week (whose 
name was Goble) was hanged with him. It seems a mad woman got 
away the rope which should have hanged the English Man, wherefore 
he was hanged with the very same rope w"^ had hanged the Indian just 
before. 

The same day 3 other Indians hanged, viz the Sagamore of Quaboag, 
one-eyed John, & Jethro. They were betrayed into the hands of the 
English by Indians. 

Nov. 4. Mugg the Indian Cap' came to Boston to treajt about peace 
with the Eastern Indians. 

11. Discoursing with Mugg he told me that this winter many In- 
dians at the Eastward had starved to Death & particularly that there 
were 3 Sachems starved to Death. 

Nov. 25. A vessel from Ireland laden with Provisions arrived here, 
being sent by the Quakers in Dublin for those that were impoverished 
by the War here. 

27. a dismal day. Near my dwelling a fire broke out about 5 h 
A M. & consumed Houses & many goods. . Among others my house & 
the house appointed for solemnizing the publick worship of God were 
consumed. Yes there was a great mixture of mercy with judgf for 
tho' the wind was high yet it rained much w"*" prevented the houses 
from taking fire so soon as else would have been. Also divers houses 
being blown up & the wind suddetdy fallen through this end of the 
Town was in extreme danger the wind being southeast many habita- 
tions are yet spared. 

[For an extract from Captain Lawrence Hammond's Journal, which 
appears in Dr. Belknap's copy, see page 411.] 

G?" 1 9* "^ Having this day preached from Zeph 3. 7 as I was gone 
into my study & was there walking I was much moved before y" Lord, 
using this soliloquy. O Lord God I have told this people in thy name 
that thou art about to cut off their dwellings, but they will not believe 
me, Lord who hath believed our report ? Nevertheless O that God 
would spare them &c 

Thus did I weep before the Lord. 

The next Sabbath day our Meeting house & all the neighbouring 
houses were burnt to the ground.^ 

112! 15? The Natick Indians killed & took 50 of the Enemy, viz of 
Pomham's Indians. 

1 The following should have been inserted before Nov"; 27 (it being in another 
part of I M's diary devoted to his private affairs) 

2 This last paragraph in y« MS evidently appears to have been written not at 
ye same time nor with y« same Pen nor ink with the preceding. 
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M"' [Thomas] Cobbets Son returned out of Captivity. The Indians 
desire no Peace. The sword is not yet put up.^ 

March 11. Soldiers returned from Eastward they bro't W y™ the 
bones of Cap' Lake & as much of his body as remained unconsumed 
w*" was honorably interred in Boston March 13, being 7 Months after 
he was killed. He was found in the place where the Indians killed 
him. Lord be known by avenging the blood of thy saints ! 

1677 

April. This month M' [Thomas] Parker Pastor of y* Chh in Newf^ 
bury died aged above 80 years. 

In May, hear that the Mohawks are by the Encouragement rec* from 
Major Pynchon & M"' James Richards who were sent to treat with them 
resolved to fall upon East Indians who have done hurt to the English. 

May. In y* beginning of this Month our meeting house was raised.^ 

June 29. A doleful Slaughter near Black Point. Tis tho't that 50 
persons were slain. There were near 100 soldiers, it is questioned 
whether there were so many of the Enemy. They fought in a plain, 
not above 5 (or thereabouts) of ours y* came off without being either 
slain or wounded. Our soldiers, some of y"" basely ran away w"^ occa- 
sioned the slaughter. The Enemy strangely bold & courageous. So 
y' there never was a more solemn rebuke since the War begun. 

July 5. Day of public humiliation. The next day y" Indians killed 
7 persons in new Salisbury [now Amesbury]. Presently upon notice 
of the fast day a sore blasting observed upon the wheat & barley in 
divers Towns. . . . 

July 15. In the night after the sabbath a Post bro't intelligence 
that the Indians had taken several Ketches belonging to Salem at 
Cape Sables. 

2 Indians were bro't to Marblehead. the Women there in a bois- 
terous rage set upon & killed them. This done upon y" Sabbath day 
Iblank^ coming out of the meeting house. In y" latter end of this Month 
one of the Eastern Sagamores that was stolen away & sold by Lowton 
was returned in a Vessel from Fyal. 

The New York men are erecting a fort near Pemaquid they have 
pretended a Peace with the Indians who are our Enemies & send to us 
that we may be included therein if we please. A most humbling Provi- 
dence in more respects than one. 

Skipper Howe of New Haven returned thought to be lost. He was 
driven upon an Island near Cape Sable in Nov' last no inhabitant being 

1 N. B. During the year past alarms were frequent, in Medfleld, Dedham, 
Weymouth & Hingham, which reached to Boston. People were killed in each 
of those Towns. 

2 This was the House called y" Old North w"" was taken down in 1775 by y' 
British troops for fuel. 
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on the Island. All in his Vessel died in a short time. He lived there 
alone 15 "Weeks together feeding upon Crows, Gulls &c 

Sep 22. Sad tidings from Hatfield, y' the 19'*" inst 12 persons were 
killed & 20 taken Captive. The Indians about Chelmsford withdrawn 
themselves. 

27. An alarm at Cambridge & Watertown (tho upon no ground) as 
if the Indians at Sudbury. Malignant fevers & small pox in Boston. 

Oct. 28. Indians burnt a Mill at Hadley. The public school main- 
tained out of that Mill. 

Dec. 5. A day of humiliation in our Congregat" on ace" of small 
pox. This day it broke out in 3 or 4 families. God seemeth angry at 
the prayers of his poor Creatures. 

1678 

April 10. M' [Samuel] Willard ordained in Boston. 
16. M' [Noah] Newman died at Reboboth. [See Historical Col- 
lections, fourth series. VIII. 233 note.'] 
24 A Chh gathered in Milton. 
June 6. public fast on ace" of small pox. 

19. Indians supposed Mohawks came upon Natick Indians killed 
3 & took captive 25. 

July 3. It seemeth the Eastern Indians grow more & more tumult- 
uous. 

The last Week in July & beging of August, the small pox very sore 
in Boston. 7 or 8 died in a Week. 3 buried in a day. 

Aug. 8. a Fast in y* old meeting house because of y* small pox. 
Within 2 days after 7 persons died. The next Sab 1 9 prayed for in y*' 
meeting house. 

The latter end of Aug' & beg of Sep' the small Pox spread much in 
Boston 

This new Moon 150 Persons fell down by y* small pox. above 30 
taken in a day. 

The beg of Sep' extreme hot until y° Sun come to the equinoctial, 
then sudenly altered. 

Sept 11. 9 persons buried in B" this day 
4 the next day 
8. 54 prayed for sick of sm pox 
15. 45 prayed for. 
22 19 d" 
29 35. d? 
In beg Oct. sore epidemical Colds. In Salem, malignant fevers. 
Oct 12. M' [Samuel] Symonds Dep Gov' died 
13. 19 Persons prayed for sick of sm pox 
15. M' Thacher died. 
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20. 30 Persons prayed for sick sm Pox. 

21. M' Bradstreet chosen Dep Gov' 
27 34 prayed for 

Nov 3. 80 Persons prayed for. 8 dead of the disease this day. 6 
buried. I am told y' 38 died in one Week, beging of Novf 

Notf 17. 40 persons prayed for 

18. 8 buried. 9 y" nei-t day. 

21 An Universal fast thro' y'' 3 Colonies in special for y° rising 
Generation. 48 prayed for sick of small pox. 

24 42 d? 

Dec" 1. 46 d" 

8. 48 d° next day 12 died 
15. 14 prayed for 

22. 19 d° 
29 29 d" 

112 51 12 prayed for 

13* 21 d" 

19. 13 d° 

26. Sd" 

12" 1? M' Corlet one of the fellows of the Collge died of sm pox. 

9. 3 prayed for 
16 3d? 

23 3d'' 
1- 2? but one prayed for 
9. 6 prayed for 
16 Not one prayed for. This day the Govf [Leverett] died 

1679 

April 7. & 13. 2 prayed for sick of small pox. 

23. pub. thanksg in Congrega" to praise God for restoring 
health to Boston.* 

Au^. 8. About midnight a fire broke out near Grosses (appearing 
first on y* outside of y* house judged to be kindled on purpose). The 
greatest part of y'' riches of y» Town thought to be consumed in this 
Conflagration. £150,000 loss, if the wind had been high the whole 
Town had been endangered. The fire prevailed as far as the draw- 
bridge. The late Gov'rs house being made of brick was saved with 
much ado. If it had been burnt many others must have gone. The 
town house was on fire but put out. if that had been burnt probably 
y'' 2 meetg H?s in y' part of y" Town must have followed. 

I was alone crying to y'^ Lord, to stay his hand as Amos 7. 4. 15. 

Au^ 30. a blazing star seen in England. 

I In July several attempts were made by some ill minded Persons to set fire 
to houses, but the fires were extinguished. 
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Nov 15. M' [John] Whelewright of Salisbury died. 

16. Randolph the Enemy of New Engld arrived atN York. 

March. I hear the small pox has destroyed a great part of the 
Indians about Delaware bay. 

A contest between the Gov'ts of N Y & N Jersey 

13. The Council ordered the Doors of the meeting house w,"" the 
Anabaptists have built in Boston, to be shut up. They took away their 
doors ^blank~\ boards were nailed. So perverse were they that they 
would not meet in a private house but met this Sabbath out of doors 
\blan¥\ their meeting house. 

1680 

May. This general Court a Woman (a member of the Church at 
Newberry) tryed «fe condemned on y' account of Witchcraft. 

In the Province of Maine the New Yorkers are causing trouble com- 
manding some of the Inhabitants belonging to y" Colony to submit to 
them, so that soldiers are pressed to go with the Dep' Gov' [hlanJc] in 
order to a resettlement of affairs. 

In this Month Ld Culpepper came to Boston. 

Sep 16. M' [Josiah] Flint pastor of y'^ Chh in Dorchester died 

Oct. 17. Sir Edmund Andross Gov' of New York came to Boston, 
tis tho't his design was to speak with the Ld Culpepper (Gov' of Vir- 
ginia) but he set sail 2 days before Sir Edmund came so that he 
returned homewards within a Week. There seems to be a special 
Providence in this disappointment at this juncture. Tis said the Ld 
Culpepper after he was abroad took some oaths from Randolph & 
Russel (who went in a vessel with him) against the Country. The 
ship reported to be leaky. The Lord can sink those that design evil 
against his Churches & Interest in N E 

In October, the gen' Court met at Boston, the Magistrates & deputies 
seldom agreeing in their votes. There were solemn & difficult Cases 
before the Gen' Court, yet they would not or did not, desire any ad- 
vice from y' Elders as in such Cases had been used, [blank'] let the 
issue of things be observed & whether refusing to send Messengers (or 
an apology) upon the Kings Command do not involve this Country in 
woful troubles except strange Motions in E different \hlank'] what there 
is cause to fear & to expect. 

The [blanli] passed a Law that there shd be 2/6 p' head paid for oxen, 
horses &c y' come out of the Colonyes 6" for sheep &c whereby oppres- 
sion to Boston. A few such Laws would be like to cause a meeting. 

2 Negroes killed themselves on a Sabbath day. The blast at Con- 
necticut was never so great on their wheat as this year. Hundreds of 
acres will not yield enough to supply one family. A Comet appeared 
in November in the morning & in Dec' in the Evens', wearing a for- 
midable aspect. 
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Dee^ 16. Fast throughout y^ Colony. A Letter from the K ex- 
pressing much displeasure ag' the Colony, requiring to send agents 
within 3 months to answer Complaints especially Mason's claim as far 
as Salem 

19. Gov' Winslow died. 

21. John Russel died, the Anabaptist teacher, lately a shoemaker 
in Woburn. The week before, came out the Anabaptists Narrative in 
Print published by that Russel wherein they glory that in the Time of 
small pox none of them have died. 

1681 

This year begins awfully. The latter end of last year was attended 
with a fearful blazing star whereby the whole earth hath been alarmed. 
Now we hear rumors as if some prodigies observed in Connecticut 
Colony. Tis reported that at Wallingford an Indian appeared in the 
star (probably a phantasy, interlined') Guns«& drums heard at Middle- 
town & Guildford. {In ye margin the report occasioned by a drum 
which somebody did really beat but was supposed to be an invisible 
hand.) Rumors & great fears lest N E should be involved in another 
War with the Indians. 

Feb. The coldest winter that has been known these 40 years. 

Several attempts to set fire to houses in town but all discovered.^ . . . 

A very dry season until Aug' 8 & 9 when God sent a plentiful rain. 

Aug. 24. The Overseers of the College met at Cambridge spending 
the day in Prayer. One special request was to entreat for more rain 
from heaven. The beginning of the next week God sent a plentiful 
rain. 

Sep'' 9, M' John Foster the Printer died, a great loss to y° 
Country. . . . 

De<f 17. Randolph arrived in Boston 

1682 

This winter Simon & Squando, the bloody Eastern Indians, died; the 
latter of w*" hanged himself. 

A dry spring until April 10. 

Aug* a more plentiful harvest than formerly 

Sep'' 2 a shock of an Earthquake in the night felt at Boston & 
Beverly. 

From Aug 10, to Sep' 20, a dry season h. c. all the time of the 
Comet's appearing M' Bond's coming to Boston was attended with a 
blazing star. 

1 Several houses set on fire in Boston & Eoxbury at different times by 
Negroes. 

62 
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In SepT The old Chh resolved to have M' Bond. M' Allen their 
teacher told them he coald not in conscience consent to his being put to 
vote as to office. Presently upon w"*" the Ruling Elder Wiswal put it 
to vote & it was voted by a major part of the Chh. 

This happens quickly after their peace made with the new Chh. It 
may be they were not humbled for that difference as they should haue 
been & so the Lord will leaue them to another schism among them- 
selves. 

1683 

Oct. 27. Bandolph arrived at Boston 

1684. 

Old M' [Thomas] Carter the principal Pastor of the Chh in Woburn 
died. 

1685 

Auff' 16 M' [William] Adams Pastor of Dedham died. The Ld's 
day before that, M' [John] Sherman Pastor of Watertown died 
Mv 3. M' Nat Chauncy Pastor of the Chh in Hatfield died. 
5. M' [Thomas] Cobbet died^ 
This Winter the small Pox at Piscataqua. 

1686 

May 14. Arrived a frigate from E with a Commission for some 
[blank] to take the Government. 

25 The Commission was proclaimed tho' the Gen' Court declared 
against it and adjourned to October 

June 6. The Common prayer Worship and Baptism with the Cross 
publickly practised in Boston in the Town-house. 

The small pox spreading in the Town. 

July 14. A Fast thro' y' Colony on acc° of y' drought. 

Aucf. A great drought, swamps on fire in many parts of the 
Country, could not be quenched, the fire burnt underground in some 
places six feet. 

Decf 20. Sir Edmund Andross arrived with a Commission as Gov? 

1687 

March 16. S Edm Andros took possession of y° South Meeting 
house for y" Chh of England where they kept their good friday & y' 
next L Day kept their Easter & had y' Sac* accordg to the Liturgy. 

Ap' 17. S' Ed Andros with Randolph & y<' rest of y" Chh of E 
men bro't the Com prayer Worship into y" S meetg house. 

23. This Sabbath night was greatly profaned by bonfires, fireworks 
&c under pretence of honor to j" King's Coronation. 
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27. Sword playing was this day openly practised on a Stage in 
Boston & that immediately after y' Lecture, so y' the Devil has begun 
a Lecture in Boston on a Lecture-day wh was set up for Christ. 

May 1. A May pole was set up in Charlestown. 

The following extract from Capt. Lawrence Hammond's 
Journal is not found in the original diary, which is owned by 
the Society. Presumably, when it was taken by Dr. Belknap, 
it appeared in the part of the volume now missing, of which 
an account is given in the Proceedings (second series, VII. 144, 
145) for January, 1892. See ante^ page 404. 

An ace" of y" same fire from y" Journal of Capt Lawrence 
Hammond of Chariest? 

Nov 27, 76 A fire brake out in Boston about 5 in y' Morng at one 
Wakeflelds house by the Red Lion by a candle carelessly set and en- 
lightened w"** so prevailed y' it burnt down about 45 dwelling houses, 
the north meeting house & several warehouses. The wind was S E 
when it began, & blew hard. Soon after it rained y"" wind veering S 
bro't so much rain that did much prevent further mischief which (the 
wind blowing extreme hard) it had probably laid in ashes all that end 
of the Town & endangered Charlestowne also, for many hundred flakes 
of fire came over the River & fell among houses barns &c Some were 
carried quite over to y* other side of the Town by Johnsons Brick-kilns. 
There were burnt down M"^ Increase Mather's house, M' Jeremiah 
Cushings, Thomas Moores, tenements all of them, which brought him in 
about 70 or 80 £ p' Ann Rents, Lieut Way's House, D' Stone's houses, 
M' John Winsle's M' Anthony Checkleys new house with sundry others 
that were considerable. About 5 houses were blown up which was a 
means to prevent the spreading of the fire. About 70 or 80 families 
dispossessed of their dwellings & lodgings some losing all they had. 

It is affirmed by Sam Kittle of our town that he standing at the S 
corner of the meeting house after it was fallen down (but all the timber- 
work of a violent flame) he saw a black cat jump in at y° S end who 
ran clear through y' vehement fire, the whole length of y° meetinghouse 
& saw her run out at the further end without any apparent damage; 
which must needs be preternatural. A boy standing by him saw the 
same.' 

Nov 29. M' Hezekiah Usher married to Madam Bridget Hoar, widow 
of D' Hoar deceased. 

(Thus far Hammond's journal) 

1 Another ace" of this fire with D'' Mather's prophetic Sermon concerning it on 
ye preceeding 19"i of Nov' from Zeph. III. 7. is in the ace" of his life published 
by his Son Cotton Mather page 78. 
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The President read the following paper ox\ Sir Edward 
Pakenham and the battle of New Orleans : — 

Last Monday was the 8th of January and also the eighty- 
fifth anniversary of the battle of New Orleans. On Monday 
news reached us of a fierce struggle in South Africa. Lady- 
smith and the Tugela were the scenes of conflict now, as New 
Orleans and the Mississippi then. It so chanced that I was 
on the 8th engaged in a somewhat critical examination of the 
operations of the earlier war, and I found it highly interest- 
ing, if for no other reason than as showing how curiously 
tenacious, with the British soldier at least, military traditions 
are, and the degree in which racial characteristics assert them- 
selves, no matter how much conditions change, and in spite of 
experience, science or climate. 

The battle of New Orleans was merely the sequel of that 
of Bladensburg, fought five months before. The general in 
command had, it is true, been changed, for Ross was killed 
before Baltimore, and Pakenham, fresh from the battlefields of 
the Peninsula, had succeeded him. But the British regiments, 
which had, simply with a volley, a shout and a rush, walked 
over the American line at Bladensburg, all took part in the 
attempt to do the same at New Orleans. The tactics, if such 
they deserve to be called, were in each case identical, ■ — they 
were those of the football field. In other words, at Bladens- 
burg the British oiEcers, proceeding in conformity with their 
simple traditional rules, endeavored to do, and succeeded in 
doing, exactly what they intended to do, and failed in doing, 
at Bunker's Hill ; that is, they marched up directly in face of 
the defending force, carried the position with little loss, routed 
their opponents, and then, as matter of course, captured the 
city those opponents were there to defend. The proceeding 
was perfectly simple, very much, in fact, what we have seen 
recently in the Philippines, — a body of superior troops carry- 
ing by front assault weakly defended defensive points ; and 
this with insignificant loss to themselves. At both Bladens- 
burg and New Orleans, the attempt indicated an overween- 
ing self-confidence in the attacking party, due to a dangerous 
contempt for their opponents. The veterans of Wellington's 
peninsular campaigns had to do with raw American levies. 
They regarded them very much as our own volunteers have 
recently regarded the Filipinos. 
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If New Orleans was the sequel of Bladensburg, it also goes 
very far to account for recent results in South Africa. In 
fact, as one reads the telegraphic accounts from the Transvaal 
in the morning's paper, the recoi'd of New Orleans is singu- 
larly illuminating ; and, having the names of the English 
commanders of to-day fresh in mind, I found myself much 
interested in Pakenham. Major-General Sir Edward Paken- 
ham we Americans have been brought up to regard as a 
typical British officer ; brother of the Duke of Wellington's 
wife, and, as such, entrusted with a command for which he 
was not qualified, he has been thought of as a sort of reckless 
carpet-knight, — brave to rashness, it is true, but otherwise 
quite incompetent. As I looked into his record, however, I 
found him a very different personage from what I supposed ; 
and, as a result, I have been led this year to commemorate the 
8th of January in a quite unprecedented way, — not by the 
usual glorification of Andrew Jackson, but by a few kindly 
and, on the whole, appreciative words of his most unfortunate, 
defeated, and slain opponent. 

James Parton was by birth English, and in his Life of Jack- 
son — one of the most picturesque and vivid biographies, be 
it said, in the language — Parton speaks thus of Pakenham, 
using forty years ago language curiously applicable now : — 

" The British service seems to develop every high and noble quality 
of man and soldier, except generalship. Up to the hour when the 
British soldier holds an independent command, he is the most assured 
and competent of men. Give him a plain, unconditional order — Go 
and do that — and he will go and do it with a cool, self-forgetting per- 
tinacity of daring that can scarcely be too much admired. All of the 
man below the eyebrows is perfect. The stout heart, the high pur- 
pose, the dexterous hand, the enduring frame are his. But the work 
of a general in command demands head — a cool, calculating head, 
fertile in expedients ; a head that is the controlling power of the man. 
And this article of head, which is the rarest production of nature every- 
where, is one which the brave British soldier is apt to be signally 
wanting in ; and never so much so as when responsibility rests upon 
him." 

Turning now to Sir "William Napier's Life of his brother, 
the famous Sir Charles Napier, I find this anecdote of Paken- 
ham ; and it reads very much as if it were the story of an 
incident in a spirited game of football. Sir Charles was 
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writing thirtj-four years after New Orleans, and in a reminis- 
cent mood, on the anniversary of Wellington's fierce battle of 
Busaco, where both Napier and Pakenham had been wounded. 
The anecdote is purely English. Napier says : — 

" Following fast came the enemy's columns, and 80 pieces of cannon 
opened with a roar from the summit of the mountain, sending shrapnels, 
shells, and round shot down on them. The battle was thus begun, and 
soon they reached us. The firing rolled loud and heavy, the shouts of 
our men were grand, and their charges in different parts of the line 
went fiercely home. I was hit, woe the while for me ! Now, thirty- 
nine years after, the horrid suffocation of that wound is scarcely 
endurable." 

Carried back to the convent, which served as a military 
hospital, Napier's wound was bandaged up ; and then, unable 
longer to resist his desire to return to the field of battle, he 
writes : — 

" I got up from the pallet on which I had been laid, walked clean 
out, and got to the convent door, looking for my horse. I was, how- 
ever, seized instantly by Edward Pakenham, and led back with this 
expression, ' Damn it, Napier, are you mad to think you can go back 
in this state to the action? Be quiet, for God's sake.' I could not 
speak plain, as my jaw was broke, and blood flowed freely from my 
mouth, so my looks were worse than the reality." 

He then adds : — 

" Poor Edward Pakenham was wounded at Busaco, which was what 
brought him to the convent, and having been dressed he was returning 
to the battle when he caught me trying to do the same. Poor fellow ! 
He was a heroic man that Edward Pakenham, and it was a thousand 
pities he died in defeat ; it was not his fault that defeat." 

Turning next to Sir William Napier's now famous narrative 
of the Peninsular War, I find his spirited account of the battle 
of Salamanca, fought by Wellington on the 28d of July, 1812, 
about thirty months before New Orleans. The part Pakenham 
played in that famous combat and brilliant English victory 
Napier thus describes, — Pakenham, then thirty-five years of 
age, commanding what was known as the third division of 
Wellington's army. 

Napier, who himself was a combatant, had been dwelling in 
some detail on the operations of the French Marshal Marmont, 
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and how he had been suddenly attacked while in the midst of 
a complicated evolution. He goes on thus : — 

" The third division was however still hidden from [Marmont] by 
the western heights, and he hoped the tempest of bullets under which 
the British line was moving in the basin beneath would check it until 
he could bring up his reserve divisions. ... In this crisis, despatching 
officer after officer to hasten up his troops from the foi'est, others to 
stop the progress of his left wing, he with fierce and sanguine ex- 
pectation still looked for victory, until he saw Pakenham with the third 
division shoot like a meteor across [his subordinate. General] Maucune's 
path ; then pride and hope alike died with him, and desperately he was 
hurrying in person to that fatal point when an exploding shell stretched 
him on the earth. ... It was about five o'clock when Pakenham fell 
on Maucune's first division under Thomieres, who had then just reached 
an isolated open hill at the extremity of the southern range of heights. 
. . . The counter stroke was terrible ! Two batteries of artillery placed 
on the summit of the western heights suddenly took his troops in flank, 
Pakenham's mass of infantry supported by cavalry and guns was bearing 
full on his front, and two-thirds of his own division, lengthened out and 
unconnected, were still behind in a wood where they could hear but could 
not see the storm which was bursting : from the chief to the lowest sol- 
dier all felt they were lost, and in an instant Pakenham, the most frank 
and gallant of men, commenced the battle. . . . Bearing onwards with 
the might of a giant, Pakenham broke the half-formed lines into frag- 
ments and sent the whole in confusion upon the supporting columns. 
. . . Some French squadrons now fell on the flank of the third divi- 
sion ; . . . but Pakenham, continuing his tempestuous course, found 
the remainder of Thomieres' division very imperfectly arrayed on the 
wooded heights behind the first hill, offering two fronts. ... In this 
oppressed state, while Pakenham was pressing their left with a con- 
quering violence, while the fifth division was wasting their ranks with 
fire, the interval between those divisions was suddenly filled with a 
whirling cloud of dust which moved swiftly forward, carrying with it 
the trampling sound of a charging multitude. . . . Anson's cavalry had 
suffered little in the charge, and now passing quite over the ridge were 
joined by D'Urban's horsemen and took the place of Le Marchant's ex- 
hausted men. United with the third and fifth divisions and the guns, 
they formed one formidable line more than a mile in advance of where 
Pakenham had commenced the battle, and that impetuous officer, with 
unmitigable fury, was still pressing forward spreading terror and 
confusion." 

Such was the estimate of Edward Pakenham held by the 
famous English Field Marshal, and by England's most dis- 
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tinguished military historian. Meanwhile Wellington, shortly- 
after Salamanca, wrote to the Horse Guards in London, 
strongly commending the " celerity and accuracy " which 
marked Pakenham's conduct of the operations of that day, 
adding, " Pakenham may not be the brightest genius, but my 
partiality for him does not lead me astray when I tell you 
that he is one of the best we have." These three estimates, 
from such different quarters and so separated in time, cer- 
tainly give a favorable impression of the chief victim of the 
8th of January, — the defeated of New Orleans. Looking at 
that battle from his point of view, it now remains to explain, if 
possible, why and how it was that this "heroic soul" — "the 
most frank and gallant of men " — went, as he did, to his own 
death, while thrusting his storming columns against breast- 
works bristling with artillery and swarming with riflemen. 
In studying the narrative, we seem to be reading again the 
newspapers of to-day, — mutato nomine de Tagula fahula 
narratur. Then, as now, it was simply a case of the wanton 
throwing away of life, — then, at least, however it may now 
be, in the attempt to accomplish a result which could have 
been accomplished in another and more scientific way abso- 
lutely without loss ; for, strange as it sounds to American 
ears. New Orleans was on the 8th of January, 1815, within 
the easy grasp of the British army. 

Edward Pakenham appears to have been a good tactician, 
but a poor strategist. A brave and excellent subordinate of 
Wellington, he was very inferior to Jackson as an officer in in- 
dependent command. Strategically speaking, the object of his 
campaign was obvious. It was the capture of New Orleans. 
The destruction of Jackson's army was important, but by no 
means necessary to his end. His base of supplies was close 
to his objective point, and means of communication could 
easily be kept up either by the right bank of the river, or by 
the river itself; or, indeed, by the left bank, provided only 
Jackson could be forced from his lines. The essential thing 
was to compel him to leave his lines. If he did so, he must 
abandon New Orleans to the British. From a tactical point 
of view the situation was different. Through a reconnois- 
sance in force, and as the result of an artillery action, it had 
been ascertained that Jackson's lines were strong, and would 
be extremely difficult to carry by assault. The assaulting 
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party, whether it approached from the centre or on either 
wing, would be subjected to a converging fire of artillery and 
riflemen. Under these circumstances it would obviously have 
been the part of a skilful tactician to endeavor to turn Jack- 
son out of his works by rendering them untenable. This the 
English commander could perfectly well have done. Being in 
close proximity to New Orleans, — only four miles from his 
objective point, — all General Pakenham had to do was to 
pass a strong division of his armj' across the Mississippi to its 
western bank, and by it threaten, if he did not capture, New 
Orleans from the west side of the river, operatiiig from that 
side on Jackson's flank and rear. The Mississippi at that 
point was then less than half a mile in width ; its current, 
varying with the tide, did not at that season exceed four 
miles an hour and presented no obstacle to crossing by boat 
or barge, which could likewise be propelled up stream by 
hugging the convex, or western bank. Pakenham had from 
the fleet an abundance of boats, well manned by sailoi-s ; and, 
by establishing his artillery upon the western bank, he could 
enfilade Jackson's line, searching his works with easy range, 
and rendering them, in case of assault, practically untenable. 
Under such circumstances, had Pakenham manoeuvred as a 
skilful strategist, Jackson would have had no choice but to 
vacate his position, and allow New Orleans to fall. This, 
when too late, Jackson himself thoroughly appreciated, and 
his situation gave him grave concern. His flank and rear 
were exposed. But Pakenham, as an English officer is 
wont to do, preferred the desperate chance of an assault. 
As I have said, the experience of Bladeusburg lured him to 
destruction. 

In reading the literature of that campaign, it is curious to 
come across the footprints of this fact. Pakenham joined tlie 
army before New Orleans on the morning of Christmas Day, 
1814, — only two weeks before the battle. The English had 
then already met witli much stiffer resistance than they had 
anticipated, and those whom Pakenham relieved of command 
recognized the difKenlty of the problem before them to solve. 
Nevertheless, as the reinforcements the new commander-in- 
chief brought with him stepped on shore, not a few of them 
expressed their fears lest they should be too late to take part 
in the advance, as they thought New Orleans would be cap- 

53 
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tured before they could get into line. On the 7th of January, 
the day before the battle, as one of the newly arrived regi- 
ments moved towards the front, passing another regiment 
which had been at Bladensburg, some of the officers of the 
former remarked to those of the latter that " it would be now 
our turn to get into New Orleans, as they had done at Wash- 
ington." Among those who had been at Washington, not one 
had been more conspicuous than Admiral Cochrane, as, a naval 
officer, mounted on a brood mare, white, uncurried, with a black 
foal trotting bj' her side, he rode round personally superintend- 
ing the work of destruction. And now, when the brave and un- 
fortunate Pakenham hesitated in face of the obstacles in front 
of him, Cochrane, so the story goes, egged him on with a 
taunt, telling him, with Bladensburg fresh in mind, that " if 
the army could not take those mud-banks, defended by ragged 
militia, he would do it with two thousand sailors, armed only 
with cutlasses and pistols." 

On the other hand, Jackson on this occasion evinced one 
of the highest and rarest attributes of a great general: he 
read correctly the mind of his opponent, — divined his course 
of action. The British commander, not wholly impervious to 
reason, had planned a diversion to the west bank of the river, 
with a view to enfilading Jackson's lines, and so aiding the 
proposed assault in front. As this movement assumed shape, 
it naturally caused Jackson much anxiety. All depended on 
its magnitude. If it was the operation in chief of the British 
army. New Orleans could hardly be saved. Enfiladed and 
threatened in his rear, Jackson must fall back. If, however, 
it was only a diversion in favor of a main assault planned on 
his front, the movement across the river might be checked, or 
prove immaterial. As the thing developed during the night 
preceding the battle, Commodore Patterson, who commanded 
the American naval contingent on the river, became alarmed, 
and hurried a despatch across to Jackson, advising him of what 
was taking place, and begging immediate reinforcement. At 
one o'clock in the morning the messenger roused Jackson from 
sleep, stating his errand. Jackson listened to the despatch, 
and at once said : " Hurry back and tell Commodore Patterson 
that he is mistaken. The main attack will be on this side, and 
I have no men to spare. General Morgan must maintain his 
position at all hazards." To use a vernacular, but expressive 
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term, Jackson had " sized " Pakenham correctly, — he could 
be depended on not to do what the occasion required. He 
would not throw the main body of his army across the river, 
and move on his objective point by a practically undefended 
road, merely holding his enemy in check on the east bank. 
Had he done so, he would have acted in disregard of that first 
principle both of tactics and strategy which forbade the division 
of a force in presence of an enemy in such a way that the two 
pai'ts are not in position to support each other ; — but he 
would have taken New Orleans. An attack in front was, on 
the contrary, in accordance with British military traditions 
and the recent experience of Bladensburg. He acted accord- 
ingly ; as Jackson was satisfied he would act. In his main 
assault he sacrificed his army and lost his own life, sustaining 
an almost unexampled defeat ; while his partial movement 
across the river was completely successful, so far as it was 
pressed, opening a straight and practicable road to New 
Orleans, and gravely jeopardizing Jackson's position. A mere 
diversion or auxiliary operation, the principal attack having 
failed, it was not persisted in. 

Possibly it might by some now be argued that, had Paken- 
ham thus weakened his force on the east side of the river by 
operating on New Orleans, and Jackson's flank and rear on 
its west side, in the way suggested, a vigorous, fighting oppo- 
nent, such as Jackson unquestionably was, might have turned 
the tables on hira, for thus violating an elementary rule of 
warfare, — the very rule, by the way, so dangerously ignored 
by Washington at Brooklyn, in August, 1776. Leaving his 
lines, and boldly taking the aggressive, Jackson, it will then 
be argued, might have overwhelmed the British force in his 
front, thus cutting the column operating west of the river 
from the fleet and its base of supplies, — in fact, destroying 
the expedition. Not improbably Pakenham argued in this 
way ; if he did, however, he simply demonstrated his incom- 
petence for high command. He then failed to grasp the situa- 
tion, or put a correct estimate on its conditions. It is the 
part of a skilful commander to know when to secure results 
by making exceptions to even the most general and the sound- 
est rules. Pakenham at New Orleans had under his command 
a force much larger than, in fact nearly double, that confront- 
ing him ; while, moreover, his soldiers were veterans, Jackson's 
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were hardly more than raw recruits, — like the Boers of 
to-day, good material, well accustomed to handling rifles. As 
one of the best of his own Brigadiers, General Adair, after- 
wards expressed it, " our men were militia without discipline, 
and if once beaten they could not be relied on again." They 
were, in fact, men of exactly the same temper and stuff as 
those who were stampeded by a volley and a shout at Bladens- 
burg; and the principle of military morale thus stated by 
General Adair was that learned by Washington on Long 
Island forty years previous. Troops of a certain class, when 
once beaten, cannot for a long time be relied on again. They 
are not seasoned soldiers, and must slowly be made such. 
The force Pakenham had under his command before New Or- 
leans was, on the other hand, composed of seasoned soldiers of 
the best class. In the open field and on anything approaching 
equality of position, he had absolutely nothing to fear. He 
might safely provoke attack ; indeed all he asked was to get 
Jackson out from behind his breastworks on almost any terms. 
So fully, moreover, did he realize all this, that it inspired 
him to his assault. It is useless, therefore, to suggest that 
he hesitated to separate his force, over-estimating Jackson's 
numbers and aggressive capacity. Had he done so, he would 
hardly have ventured to assail Jackson in front. On the con- 
trary, Pakenham's trouble lay, not in over-estimating but in 
under-estimating, his adversary. He failed to divide his force 
and operate on correct principles, not because he was afraid 
to do so, but because he did not know enough to do so. 

In case then, dividing his command, Pakenham had thrown 
one half of it across the river to assail New Orleans in force 
and turn Jackson's rear, and then with the other half held his 
position on the east bank, thus keeping open his communica- 
tions with the fleet, the only possible way in which Jackson 
could have taken advantage of the situation would have been 
by leaving his lines and attacking. 

Now, it so happens that resisting attack under just such 
circumstances is the position in which the British soldier has 
always developed his best staying qualities. Quebec was a 
case directly in point. Again, the men under Pakenham 
before New Orleans were even more reliable than those who 
only five months later at Waterloo, after the auxiliary troops 
had been swept from the field by the fury of the French 
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attack, held their position from noon to a June sunset against 
an assaulting force of nearly twice their number commanded 
by the Emperor himself. Indeed, the tenacity of the English 
infantry under such circumstances is well known, — it is even 
now receiving new illustration. But, concerning it, there is a 
statement of the French Marshal, Bugeaud, which is so curious, 
and which bears upon its face such evidence that it was written 
by a military man of practical experience, that I cannot refrain 
from quoting it. It is not the utterance of a " bookish theo- 
rick," but of one who knew of that whereof he spoke. Mar- 
shal Bugeaud, in making this statement, referred not to 
Waterloo, but to the operations in the Peninsular War, — that 
school in which the soldiers under Pakenham had learned 
their business. What he says reveals, moreover, a curious 
insight into the characteristics of the French and English 
infantry : — 

" The English generally occupied well chosen defensive positions, 
having a certain command, and they showed only a portion of their 
force. The usual artillery action first took place. Soon, in great 
haste, without studying the position, without taking time to examine if 
there were means to make a flank attack, we marched straight on, 
taking the bull by the horns. About 1,000 yards from the English line 
the men became excited, spoke to one anothei', and hurried their march ; 
the column began to be a little confused. 

" The English remained quite silent, with ordered arms, and from 
their steadiness appeared to be a long red wall. This steadiness inva- 
riably produced an effect on the young soldiers. 

" Very soon we got nearer, shouting ' Vive I'Empereur, en avant ! 
a la bayonette ' ! Shakos were raised on the muzzles of the muskets ; 
the columns began to double, the ranks got into confusion, the agitation 
produced a tumult ; shots were fired as we advanced. 

" The English line remained still, silent and immovable, with ordered 
arms, even when we were only 300 paces distant, and it appeared to 
ignore the storm about to break. 

" The contrast was striking ; in our inmost thoughts, each felt that 
the enemy was a long time in firing, and that this fire, reserved for so 
long, would be very unpleasant when it did come. Our ardour cooled. 
The moral power of steadiness, which nothing shakes (even if it be only 
in appearance), over disorder which stupefies itself with noise, overcame 
our minds. At this moment of intense excitement, the English wall 
shouldered arms, an indescribable feeling rooted many of our men to the 
ground, — they began to fire. The enemy's steady concentrated volleys 
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swept our ranks ; decimated we turned round seeking to recover our 
equilibrium : then three deafening cheers broke the silence of our oppo- 
nents ; at the third they were on us, pushing our disorganized flight. 
But to our great surprise, they did not push their advantage beyond a 
hundred yards, retiring calmly to their lines to await a second attack." 

Those thus vividly described by an hereditary race opponent, 
who had himself confronted them, were the identical men 
Jackson would have had to attack had he, as the only possible 
alternative to a precipitate retreat and the abandonment of 
New Orleans, found himself compelled on the 8th of January 
to leave his lines and assume the aggressive. Unfortunately 
for himself and for his command, Pakenham under-estimated 
his opponent ; and it is hardly necessary for me to say that, as 
an opponent, in a rough-and-tumble fight, whether street, 
political, or military, Andrew Jackson was a factor not safe to 
regard lightly. In one of these respects, indeed, I have myself 
a family tradition in respect to him. Certainly, on the 8th of 
January, eighty-five years ago, Jackson was under about as 
great an obligation to Pakenham as one man can be to another. 
Pakenham offered Jackson his occasion; and Jackson was 
equal to it. 

I do not propose to pursue this investigation further at the 
present time. Nor do I for a moment pretend to have made any 
careful study into the memorable operations of 1815, any more 
than I profess familiarity with what is now going on in South 
Africa. Always it is a question of topography and climatic 
conditions. It is, for instance, quite absurd for a self-constituted 
military critic to undertake to pass upon operations either in 
process, or because they are not in process, in a country like 
South Africa, when that critic probably does not even know 
whether the country in which the operations are conducted 
is well watered, completely arid, or insufficiently supplied 
with water ; for, while troops can carry with them five days' 
rations, twenty-four hours' absence from water will bring any 
campaign to an end. All I propose is, at this very interesting 
juncture, to call attention to the present display of English 
racial characteristics. The British commander of 1900 appar- 
ently follows the tactics of 1815 ; Sir Edward Pakenham 
reappears in Sir Redvers Buller ; the British soldiery of the 
Peninsula are the British soldiery of the Transvaal. Now, as 
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then, war is with them somewhat of a sublimated game of 
football. Apparently the English commander has yet to learn 
in the school of bitter experience that tactics which may 
suffice to snatch victory from the hill-tribes of India or from 
the followers of the Mahdi cannot now safely be followed in 
a conflict with the Boers of South Africa, any more than the 
rush of eighty-five years ago at Bladensburg against Winder's 
militia could be repeated with similar results on Jackson's 
riflemen before New Orleans. 

Mr. Baerett Wendell said : — 

Last summer the Rt. Hon. Sir Samuel James Way, Bart., 
Chief Justice and Lieutenant-Governor of South Australia, 
kindly sent me a book, described in the following extract from 
the letter which came with it : — 

" I am sending you a copy of the New Testament in the Dieri 
tongue — the first time that the whole of it has been translated into an 
aboriginal language. As you will see from the newspaper notices I 
have pasted inside it, the work was done by some German missionaries 
at Kopperamanna, in Central Australia, near the northern boundary of 
South Australia proper. It was printed at a country office at Tanunda, 
a German village, with about five hundred inhabitants, about forty 
miles north of Adelaide, without aid from any of the great Bible or 
Missionary Societies. The rustic character of the work is to me an 
interesting feature of it. I believe the printer worked at it con amore. 
The volume in a few years is sure to be exceedingly rare. When I 
first saw this rough little volume, I thought I should like it placed 
alongside Eliot's Bible at the South Church, Boston. Before another 
century passes, the Dieri tribe will be as extinct as the Indian for 
whose benefit Eliot's Bible was translated. ... I have sent copies of 
it to Oxford and to Cambridge and to the London Bible Society, and I 
shall do the same for the American Bible Society." 

In answer to this, I suggested that the book would probably 
be welcome to the Massachusetts Historical Society, and asked 
leave to present it to the Society, in Sir Samuel Way's name. 
In a letter dated October 31, 1899, he wrote me as follows : 

" You will be glad to know that, on my representing the facts to the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, they have undertaken the whole cost 
of the issue of the Dieri New Testament. ... I shall be glad if the 
copy I have sent is thought worthy of a place on the shelves of the Mas- 
sachusetts Historical Society. I have already sent copies to the British 



424 MASSACHUSETTS HISTOKICAL SOCIETY. [Jan. 

Museum, Trinity College, Cambridge, Christ Church, Oxford, the 
Bodleian, to my own Club the Athenaeum, and to the American 
Bible Society." 

On Sir Samuel Way's behalf, then, I have the honor to 
present the Dieri New Testament to the Massachusetts His- 
torical Society. 

I may add that the best account of the Dieri tribe which I 
have found is that by Mr. A. W. Hovvitt, on page 803 of the 
Smithsonian Report for 1883. 

Mr. Charles P. Bowditch presented, in the name of the 
heirs of the late Nathaniel I. Bowditch, a Resident Member, 
an original deed from Sarah Mather, Increase and Maria 
Mather, John and Joanna Cotton to Seaborn Cotton, on the 
face of which Mr. Bowditch had written: " Jany 24, 1855 given 
to me by Hon. Ja^ Savage. N. I. Bowditch " ; and on the back 
of which he had written : " Deed showing that Sir Henry Vane 
built a house on Pemberton Hill — quite curious and valuable 
to me N. I. Bowditch Jany 24 1855" ; also a deed of the same 
estate from Seaborn and Dorothy Cotton to John Hull, the 
mint-master, on which Mr. Bowditch had indorsed, " This is a 
deed of some of the Pemberton Hill lands — given me by Hon 
Ja» Savage Jan'' 24 1855. N. I. Bowditch." As these very 
interesting deeds have been already printed from the recorded 
copies in the Suffolk Registry of Deeds, it has not been thought 
desirable to print them bere.^ It is, however, worthy of notice 
that the draftsmen of the original deeds were persons of much 
more education than the contemporaneous copyists, and that 
many errors in spelling and capitalization in the records have 
no justification in the original deeds. 

Remarks were also made during the meeting by Messrs. 
Morton Dexter, George B. Chase, Abnbr C. Goodell, 
Edward Channing, Edmund F. Slafter, Samuel A. 
Green, and the President. 

A new serial of the Proceedings, comprising the record of 
the meetings in October and November, 1899, was ready for 
delivery at this meeting. 

1 See Suffolk Deeds, liber vi. fl. 23-3-235, 227, 228. There was apparently 
some difficulty in perfecting the title to this estate ; and the deed to Seaborn 
Cotton was not finally executed until after his deed to Hull. The deed to Hull 
precedes the deed to Cotton on the record. 



